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Bin,S1A TF WOOD: fromm the Cones patinien || Wier, from te Comenches 300." "wnt te || ariing from ihe sale of the domain chus eeded to 
yal Affairs, made an adverse reporton eur et For expenses atiending the holding a treaty with the | sy Se = distributionact. But if the bill now 
of Robert Ramsey, formerly a seaman inthe nee Caddoes and other wandering tribes, under the act of March || Pending vefore the Senate should — the peo- 

vice of the United States, for an increase of || 3, 1835, to be audited and settled by the proper accounting | ple of Wisconsin would be deprived of more than 
’ sion; which was ordered to lie on the table, || ae a Mw former appropria- | half of the land thus ceded them; and that part 
Prd be rinted | Hons, $2,187 50, or so much thereof as may be necessary. || of the land of which they are thus deprived, was 


ted. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval) On motion of Mr. EVANS, the bill was fur- |, to be taken possession of by the Federal Govern- 
Affairs to which wae referred the petitions of | ther amended by inserting an appropriation of || ment, or ite proceeds retained, or to be ope to 
odry widows and other persons, praying that || $500 for the fulfillment of the first article of the || @ specific object; and that application to be made 
a pensions heretofore granted out of the Navy || treaty with the Pawnees; and $1,000 to pay two || not under the supervision and control of the Ter- 


nsion fund, as well as under the act of March, | blacksmiths and assistants, under the same arti- || ritory of Wisconsin, but of the Federai Govern- 
1937, and under former acts, be continued tothem, | cle of treaty. /ment, It was, therefore, to all intents and pur- 
reported a bill concerning naval pensions, em- || Mr. EVANS moved further to amend the bill || poses, a limitation on the grant made to the people 
pracing two classes of cases; which was read,and | by striking out $20,000 from the clause appropri- | of Wisconsin by the distribution act. It was a 


ordered to a second reading, and, with the report ated for postages, rents, stationery, fuel for of- || imitation upon that ground prejudicial to the 


anying it, ordered to be printed. | fices, and other contingencies of the Indian de- || people of Wisconsin, and prejudicial to the terri- 
accompanyins | > : : , P , 
PETITION WITHDRAWN. || partment, and for transportation and incidental || torial government—first, in regard to the object 
. f Mr. BUCHANAN, leave was || eXpenses, and to insert $36,500. to which the land was to be —- and, sec- 
On mouon ‘hd my ee te Blas ae aisha of {| Mr. KING wished to know what necessity ondly, as to the agency which this Government 
Gaver, praying oceania coc do. || there was for this increase ? had in the application of the funds. 
Gd, 1. ’ | 


Mr. EVANS said this amendment was not|| Therefore,inasmuch as this grant was to affect 
| providing for an additional grant, but only re- || positively a grant in which the Territory of Wis- 
| storing the original estimate, which was $36,500. | consin was interested, he deemed it proper that 
E | How $20,000 came to be inserted in the bill, he || the organic Legislature of that Territory should 
BILL INTRODUCED. | knew not; but supposed from a communication || be consulted before the act took effect. There had 
Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill to || before him, received from the Commissioner, that || been a grant made. One party could not effect it. 
recognize the sale of public lands in the State of || it occurred through some mistake between him || The grant under the distribution act was com- 
Alabama in certain cases; which was read twice, |) and the chairman of the Committee of Ways and || plete. Either government had a pledge that the 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. || Means. The refusal to pass this amendment || grant should be made, and on the part of the Fed- 
ST. LOUIS HARBOR. || would occasion much embarrassment to the Com- | eral Government it was conclusive. That being 

E ; : | missioner. The Committee on Finance was of || the case, the Federal Government had no right, 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the memorial of | opinion, after careful investigation, that the full || whilst the distribution act existed, to modify the 


ited in the custom-house at Georgetown, South | 
Carolina, Which were taken by the British during 


the war. 








citizens of St. Louis on the subject of improving || 





OF " estimate should be granted. || grant thus made to the Territory, without the 

the navigation of the western rivers and the har- |) Pie amendment was agreed to; and there being |, consent of the Territory. 
bor of that city, was ordered to be printed. no further proposition to amend the bill, it was || ‘That was the ground he took; and for that rea- 
RESOLUTIONS. | reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- || 8on it was he had offered the amendment that this 
On motion of Mr. CHOATE, it was | grossed for a third reading. Subsequently, it was || bill should not take effect until the legislative aur 
Resolved, That el ae - sar be in- 1 read the third time, and passed. 1) pe ee eh a have asserted their 

inquire whether any, and what, legislation is * ni : ° 

aaa a subject of goods imported into the United | FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 1 PMr. WOODBRIDGE argued that it would be 
Suates in Sicilian vessels. On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE the bill || incorrect and in opposition to the fundameniai 
On motion of Mr. PORTER, it was making a grant of land to aid in the improvement || principles of our colonial government to assume 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send | of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect 1 the power of entering into any contract with the 
to the Senate the report or reports made to the War Depart- || the same by a canal, in the Territory of Wiscon- || Territory of Wisconsin. Wisconsin was, on its 
oun aie present ree ce by the United States || gin was taken up for consideration, the question || — as long as it remained a Territory, ineligi- 

Mr. HAYWOOD submitted the followin _ || pending being on the motion of Mr. Auten, pro- | ble to become a party to such a contract. The 

— ‘ io © tobow tng Fes- |) viding that the bill shall be of no effect until’ap- || Federal Government stood to Wisconsin in the 
on which, under the rule, lies one day on proved by the legislative council of Wisconsin, || relation of a guardian to a ward; and in that re- 
Coens Sties the’ Comnleduner of the Génseal Land Mr. ALLEN said, that inasmuch as the re- || lation no contract could be made between them. 
Office be directed to report a list of all claims to land in the || marks in explanation of’ this amendment, which || The proposed amendment would have the effect 
Stale of Louisiana which have been heretofore reported by || he offered in the Senate some days ago, might || of defeating the great object in view—that of con- 
any commissioner appointed by law for that purpose, and |) not be fresh in the minds of Senators, he would || necting, by water-way, the lakes with the Mis- 
See re Bees Desemtere cone eels Crone | briefly recapitulate what he then said. | sissippi, and of doing ouhy with the advantages 

oa ; i By the distribution act, there was a certain || which would arise from the increased value of 








said list, the Commissioner of the General Land Office will | ' 4 ng 

set forth extracts of s» much of the reports and other doc- | amount of public domain to be ceded to the Ter- || the lands by such work, the facility it would af- 
nae his — note a to the Senate the wien | ritory of Wisconsin when it became a State. In || ford to the transportation of munitions of war, 
. - ee seconde Cott cae wa peunel anes an. | regard to the act itself, he had observed that, in || and the concentrating of troops at any certain 
versely, the ground of objection to the claim. the discussion which was going on when it was || point without loss of time in case of emergency. 


A. B. DAVIS AND J. BARTOW. before the Senate, there was a difference of opin- Mr. ALLEN. What was the Senator’s partic- 


. ion among Senators as to the precise construction || ular ee to the amendment? 

The adverse reports of the Committee on Na- |) to be put on that particular clause; some suppos- Mr. WOODBRIDGE objected to the amend- 
val Affairs, on the case of Alonzo B. Davis, and ing that it was an absolute cession of the land to || ment on the — of the en further, on 
the Committee on Pensions on the case of Jonas || the Territory; and others thatit was a pledge by || the ground of incapacity of the Wisconsin Legis- 
ae were taken up, and concurred in by the = ee the land oe a to —_— to judge or Pr a on - — — ly. 

Hy | the people of the Territory when it should assume || They were located altogether on the south side 

Some bills from the House were then read |! the gue of a State, ana be admitted into the | of the Territory; and wane come to the consider- 
‘wice, and appropriately referred; and the joint | Union. In either aspect, the principle was pre- || ation of the question with local prjations, which 
ve from the House, tendering the thanks || cisely the same, whether the land was by that act | would lead each one to look to his own interests 
meena amgnetainn peeaans ene ceded ON only pledged to - oy to the || in pee _ snes ont b ess oct 

: : : erritory of Wisconsin when it shou come r. elieved the objection to delay 
siesty’s ship Malabar, was read twice, and re-|| 9 State. The present population of that Terri- || arose from a knowledge that Wisconsin would 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. tory had the same interest in this cession, under || soon become a State, and throw up the paternal 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. either construction of the act; and inasmuch _ | guardianship — oie, her. = had 2 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senat . || an amendment was adopted to the bill now pend- || presentment that more than two months woul 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, ing, by which it was proposed te appropiate a || not elapse before we would be called on to hail 
the bill from the House ** making appropriations || P@rt of the cession made by the distribution act || the advent of this ne into the body of the 
for the current and contingent expenses of the || to & particular object, the rights and interests of || Union as a sister State. e could not agree with 
Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipu- the Territory were materially affected. It might, || the reasons advanced by the Senator from Michi- 
lations with the various Indian tribes, for the || OF it might not be to the interest of the people of || gan, that the le islative officers of Wisconsin 

| year commencing on the Ist day of July, Wisconsin that this bill should pass. It might || were incapable o judging the question. He be- 
,and ending on the 30th day of June, 1845.” || be wens prejudicial to theirinterest; because, if || lieved them to haveas much capacity as any other 

he question pending being the following amend- || the bill should not pass, ave would, upon the || set of men, in or out of the Territory. As tw 
Ments, to come in at the énd of the bill; which || Territory becoming a State, have the absolute, || their described helpless state of orphanage, he 
having been read, were agreed to: ‘unconditional disposal of this half million acres || did not think that the godfethership of the Sena- 

To make good the interest on investments in State stocks || Of Public domain, for any object of public utility || tor from Michigan would atallbenefitthem. He 
and bonds for Indian tribes, not yet paid by the States, to || that the judgment of the Staté might suggest. || did not believe that the — of ealling in for- 
bereimbursed out of the interest when collected, $27,366 89. || They would also have the disposition of the funds || eign aid to legislate for local purposes, merely on 
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the ground of locality rendering residents incom- 
petent to legislate for themselves, would ever be 
tolerated by the people of this country. The 
question w : , 

by grant, eqaares no discussion. 

had or not, 

and must have known it when she made the grant 
by the distribution act, and Wisconsin accepted 
it. After making that grant, the attempt was 


Whether she 


now made to modify it by this bill; and that, he | 
A delay of | 


contended, could not be fairly done. 
six or eight months could not injuriously affect 
the measure, and by that time the decision of 


the Legislature of Wisconsin would be known. | 
Should his proposition fail, he, for one, would | 


resist the passage of the bill to the last. 
Mr. BREESE, knowing the great benefits that 


would accrue to Government from the carrying || 


out of the works proposed by this bill, was will- 
ing to give it, at first, his unqualified support; 
but since the addition to the bill of the amend- 
ment of the Senator from North Carolina, he 
thought it would be wrong to press the matter, 
withoutletting the Legislature of Wisconsin have 
some voice in it. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE regretted that the Sena- 
tor from Ohio should have so far mistaken him. 
He meant not to cast the slightest imputation on 
the character of the people of Wisconsin; far from 
it. He believed them to be possessed of as much 


intelligence and as much moral excellence as any || 


other body of our fellow-citizens; but what he 
advanced was, that, from their being located in 
one corner of an extensive territory, their local 
prejudices might blind them to the general good. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he did not periectly 
understand the question. 

Mr. ALLEN explained the nature of his 
amendment, as well as that of the Senator from 
North Carolina. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN supported the views | 


taken by the Senator from Michigan. He thought 


the Territory would, in the end, feel obliged to || 
us for speedy action, and carrying out the great 
He doubted, 


improvement proposed by the bill. 
on reviewing the circumstances, whether the Ter- 
ritory had any title to the five hundred thousand 
acres promised by the distribution act; if she had 


any, it was a cold, barren, sterile title; for the | 
conditions that would have strengthened that | 
| 

' ; . | 

the most liberal donations of public lands for | 


title were not fulfilled. He was willing to give 
western improvements; and if such was sought 
now, he would be the first to vote for it. He 
thought the bill should pass without delay. 

Mr. ALLEN did not suppose the Senator from 
Kentucky meant to say that Wisconsin had no 
title. 


tory. 


and for this, which rendered the conditions im- 


ossible of fulfillment, the Territory could not | 


e held accountable. The claim, he contended, 
was good in equity. As to the necessity for hur- 


for, 
tucky, the country was a barren, unpeopled wil- 
derness; and therefore it could not be argued that 
it would benefit a poor and laboring population, 
or afford advantages in the way of carrying the 
woducts of the country to a market. 
Lestiity to the work, but would vote for double 


a public improvement. 

Mr. PORTER asked that the amendment be 
read. 

The Secretary read the amendment. 

Mr. PORTER referred to the former grant 
made to the Territory of Wisconsin, with a view 
of showing that it was perey of the same char- 
acter as that now proposed. He also referred to 


the several grants made to other States, and ob- | 
served that, with the exception of these grants to | 


Wisconsin, it was only in the single instance of 
a grant of two hundred and fifty thousand acres 
to Ohio, for a specific purpose, that the minimum 
principle of rating alternate sections at $2 50 per 
acre had been adopted. In the general grants to 
other States, those States had been allowed to 
select the lands for themselves, and to apply them 
as they thought best. 


ether Wisconsin had power to take | 


tongress should be the best judge, | 


If the conditions had not been fulfilled, the | 
fault lay with Congress, and not with the Terri- || 
Congress thought proper to transcend the 

limitation made by itself, by imposing a higher | 
duty on foreign imports than twenty per cent.; || 


rying on the bill, he knew not where it existed; || 
y the showing of the Senator from Ken- || 


Mr. ATCHISON asked what quantity of land 
| would be granted by this bill? 
|| Mr. TALLMADGE replid, about three hun- 
dred and twenty thousand acres. He said an ob- 
jection had occurred to him, suggested by the 
argument of the Senator from Michigan, which 
was, that if delay is made till the Legislative As- 
sembly of Wisconsin gives its answer, the most 


favorable portion of the land will be entered or || 


occupied. He read the memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory on the subject of the 
proposed improvement. He was satisfied the act 


would be acceptable to the Legislative Assembly. | 


He moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the subject till to-morrow; but, at the request 
| of Mr. Arcuison, subsequently withdrew that 
|| motion, 

Mr. ATCHISON observed that there was evi- 
| dently a disposition on all sides of the Senate to 
_ take care of the Territory, and to be liberal to it. 
| He would offer an amendment, to recommit the 
| bill with instructions to add a proviso, that the 
| grants already made shall not be considered any 
|| portion of the half million acres granted by the 
| distribution act, 
|| Mr. HAYWOOD suggested a mode of getting 
|| a direct vote on the proposition of the Senator 
} from Missouri. He wished to see whether it was 
| the sense of the Senate to superadd this grant to 
|| that made by the distribution act. 

Mr. ATCHISON withdrew his amendment. 
| On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the bill was 


|| then laid on the table till to-morrow. 
F. A. KERR. 
} 


Mr. SEVIER moved to take up Senate bill 
| No. 62. 


for the relief of F. A. Kerr. It was considered 


| 

|| dered to be engrossed, and read a third time. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the Senate 


then proceeded to the consideration of executive | 


| business, and soon after adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, March 13, 1844. 
Mr. PARMENTER, by permission, reported 


| a bill from the Naval Committee, entitled ‘A bill 
_ limiting the number of officers of the Navy, reg- | 
| ulating the complement of crews of vessels of 


war, and for other purposes;’’ which was read 
_ twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, and, together with a 


| sand five hundred extra copies. 
Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, reported back a bill which had been referred 


to that committee, with an amendment; which | 


| was ordered to be printed. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


| It was read twice, and referred to the Committee 


1 vi | on Public Lands. 
the appropriation for any public improvement; |, 
but he must first be satisfied that it was bona fide || 


The orders of the day were then called for. 


the day had better be suspended until there was 
a House. 
Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, said he was un- 


| willing to yield longer, if the time thus consumed 


was to come out of the hour to which he was 
entitled. 


THE RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 
The SPEAKER announced the order of the 


| day for the morning hour to be the resolution re- 
| ported from the select committee on the memor- 
ial of the twenty-six members of the Rhode Isl- 
and Legislature, asking for that committee power 
to send for persons and papers. 
Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, said it was not 
| his purpose to bring any railing accusation against 
either the people of the State of Rhode Island or 


The bill was accordingly taken up—being a bill || subject, and almost to conclude that they were 


| making, for purposes of their own, a humbug of 
. ° S 5 
as in Committee of the Whole, and no amend- || 


ment being offered, it was reported back, and or- | 


report made thereon, was ordered to be printed || 
to the amount of the usual number, and two thou- | 


Mr. McCLERNAND, pursuant to notice here- || 
| tofore given, asked and obtained leave to intro- | 
| duce a bill granting the Great Western Railway | 
| Company the right of way through the public | 


'| land of the United States, and for other purposes. || 
He had no || 
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| those who believed that when subjects cam 
|in which questions of the importance 
| which is involved in this controvers 


| to speak openly and frankly; and it wa 


| way. Whenever questions involy 


| House had jurisdiction. 
| to say that he was utterly astonished that thog 

| gentlemen who were at all times avowedly the 
|| champions of the sacred right of petition—a righ 
| which was on no occasion to be violated—a right 
| which should ever be kert uncontaminated and 


her authorities, as they had existed is t J 

from the formation of this Union; but ia 

ae to speak of this matter as he beli, is 
oth truth and justice required. He was a 


a 
© Of tha 


. ; Vy Were 
issue, it was the duty of those who occupied He. 


responsible stations of members of thig Hous 


7 : : § NOt gop, 
policy to deal with them in a mealy-mouttey 


ing rig 
deep as he conceived the rights to be chia” 
involved in this controversy, came up before ar 
American Congress, it became the duty of 
American Congressman to speak of them as the 
are; and he should indulge in that kind of a 
guage, without any intention to injure the fe), 
ings of any person in or out of the House, 
The question now before the House was 
whether the select committee should be dis. 
charged from the further consideration of the me. 


| morial which had been referred to it; and this Wag 
| made to involve two other questions; first, as to 


the jurisdiction of the House in this matter; ang 
next, as to the expediency of now acting, if the 
He must be permitted 


uncontrolled—a right which involved not only 
the presentation, but the reception and the respect. 
ful consideration of petitions—should now act so 
as to lead him to doubt whether they were jn 
earnest in the avowal of their principles on that 


this right of petition; for they could trample upon 
it, when it suited their purposes, with the most 
unlimited freedom. What did this petition em- 


| brace? Whence came it? It was signed by divers 


| citizens of the State of Rhode Island; and what 


did it set forth? It set forth various things; and 


| whether that statement was true or false, he must 


| be permitted to tell gentlemen that it would not 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 














| based on the will of the governed. 3 cO 
_ tution received the sanction of a large majority ° 
| the people of Rhode Island; and, in pursuance 0 
| that fundamental law, the people went on an 


do for them to get up here and deny the existence 
of the facts set forth in that petition; for when 


| those gentlemen denied the Jurisdiction of this 


House, they quietly admitted the truth of the 
charges there set forth. And it was a settled 
principle, that when individuals were charged 
with crime or improper conduct, which was un- 


|| justly charged upon them, such individuals would 


seek an investigation; and if, then, the state- 


| ments in this memorial were false, the gentlemen 
| affected by them should be the first to seek for an 


investigation. 

What, then, did this memorial say? It said, 
in substance, that ever since the American Rev- 
olution—ever since the struggle of our fathers for 


| the independence of this country—ever since the 


formation of the Federal Union, the people of 
Rhode Island have been governed by virtue of 
charter granted by King Charles If.; and that 
that charter denies the right of the people to gov- 
ern themselves; that that charter placed the gov- 
erning power in the hands of a few individuals, 
who assumed the right to make freemen, instead 
of freemen exercising the right to make their 
Governors. It was alleged that, under such & 


|| charter, the people of Rhode Island have been 
_ living; but that, some year or twoago, the people 
of that State claimed the truth of * that abstrac- 

Mr. ADAMS remarked that there was no || 
quorum present; and, therefore, the orders of | 


tion” of Thomas Jefferson, which was sanction 
by his compeers, which acknowledged the right 
of the people to govern themselves; and, in & 


| peaceable and proper manner, they formed a re- 
| publican constitution, in which they recognized 


the sacred principle that the governing power !8 
his constl- 


established a republican form of government, 


| which before they had not had under the charter 


| of Charles II. The memorial further alleged that, 


| Island b 


after they had taken those steps, the party whic 
claimed the right to govern the people of Rhode 
virtue of that charter resisted the exer- 


cise of the rights of the people, and in that they 


| were backed 


y the Army and Navy of the Uni- 


‘ted States; that the Executive of this Union, i 
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that §; of carrying out, as far as in him lay, the || it had been said that Dorr, and those who con- | Notwithstanding all this, he was prepared to assert 
ewig - arantied to the people of Rhode Island, || tended with him for the rights of the people in the || that the people of these United States had an in- 
 beliey . Fell as to all other citizens of the several States || State of Rhode Island, were ruffians and vaga- || disputable right to alter, amend, or change their 
ras a Sthis Union by the Federal Constitution, of || bonds, whose object was plunder; but this had | form of government as they choose. 

3 came of et secured, in a republican form of govern- || ever been said of men who were the advocatesof | Mr. C. B. SMITH having obtained the floor, 
of the me jent his aid to put down the people, to de- || the rights of the people, by those who believed, || asked how much of the morning hour was left? 
Were = ee ’ their rights, and to continue a government || or affected to believe, that the people were not || The SPEAKER answered that bat five min- 
Upied the wt owers and authority were derived from fit for self-government. The same eon peas | utes were left. 

‘is ia charter of King Charles. This was, in sub- || martial law in Rhode Island, while they de- | Mr.C.B.SMITH then moved that the further 
5 NOt Bong nce, what was charged in this petition; and it || nounced it in Louisiana, when proclaimed by || consideration of the subject be postponed till to- 
-MOuthe4 ored that, by virtue of the overshadowing || General Jackson for the salvation of the country. | morrow; which was agreed to. 

rights ag a of the arm of this Union, the people of || He had no hesitation in saying that the charter | 

hich Wen bhodeisiand were crushed to the earth, and their || authority exercised in Rhode Island was an infa- | DISTRIBUTION ACT. 

before ay jstitution was trampled in the dust. | mous usurpation; and the only question which || Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 
LY of ay "Now, was this true! If it were not true, would || he should now ask was, did a majority of the | itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
M a8 the niiemen skulk from an investigation. Would || people of Rhode Island adopt the constitution of || state of the Union, to go on with the Military 
d of rig »y content themselves with denying the right 1 which they had heard so much said? If that | Academy bill; but withdrew his motion at the re- 
the fee). of ‘yrisdiction of this House? It was said they || question were answered in the affirmative, he did || quest.of 

use, b,j jurisdiction in the question whether there | not hesitate to say that it was now the funda-|| Mr. DROMGOOLE, who asked leave to report 
USE was ould be slavery in the District of Columbia. || mental law of that State, and that Thomas W. | back, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 

| be dis. They had, some gentlemen admitted, jurisdiction | Dorr was now its rightful Governor. | the bill repealing the first seven sections of the 
f the me. over that question, and it might be made a gov- || He admired the character of Governor Dorr, | distribution act. 

| this wag rnin principle on the admission of a new State || Where was he now? The gentleman had taunt- || The SPEAKER said that could only be done 
St, as to into the Union; and yet they had no jurisdiction || ingly said he was not here. Why was he not | by general consent. 

tler; and when the arm of this Government was raised to || here? Because they who treat the right of self- | | Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, said that, if the gen- 
1g, if the crush the liberties of a State, though acting under H government as a silly abstraction, they who are | tleman would give way, he would move to sus- 
ermitted 1 Constitution which secured a republican form / laboring to break down and destroy popular | pend the rules fora few moments, to allow the 
lat those of government to every State of this Union. But || rights, had brought the strong arm of military | reception of such reports from the standing com- 
edly the thatclause of the Constitution gave them jurisdic- || power to bear againsthim. Where would Wash- | mittees as would not er rise to debate. ; 

—a right tion, and they had it in various other ways. ington and all the patriots of the Revolutionhave | Mr. DROMGOOLE then (no objection being 
—a right Did they suppose that the people of this coun- || been, if some overwhelming power had come to | made) reported from the Committee of Ways 
ated and try would stand by and see the strong arm of this || the aid of the British Government during the glo- | and Means, without amendment, the bill to re- 
not only country brought into exercise to crush the “ ab- || rious struggle of the Revolution? They would | peal the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
> respect. straction” of Thomas Jefferson? They had heard | have been exactly where Dorr is now—where | and seventh sections of the act for the distribu- 
W act so jt declared on this floor that the right of suffrage || every patriot must expect to be when he falls into | tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
were in was nota natural right; and that the doctrine. of || the hands of those who claim, by the grace of | lands, approved 4th September, 1841. ; 
}on that Thomas Jefferson, which was incorporated in the | God, the right to trample upon the liberties of the | The SPEAKER asked the gentleman what dis- 
ley were Declaration of Independence, was a ‘‘ mere ab- || people. || position he proposed to make of this bill. 
imbug of straction,’ which might, or might not, be reduced | e desired that the issue should now be made | Mr. DROMGOOLE said that the bill was on 
ple upon to practice. Now, in the West, they were accus- || before the American people, between those who | its third reading, and he proposed that the ques- 
he most tomed to believe that their fathers meant what || deny the right of the people to govern themselves, | tion be put on its engrossment. _ 

tion em- they said when they asserted that the people had | and the advocates of that right. He wanted to | Mr. VINTON moved to refer it to the Com- 
y divers the power and the ability to govern themselves. || see the question settled, whether the Declaration | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
nd what One gentleman from Rhode Island, however, had || of Independence was really nothing better thanan | This was a bill of great importance, and ought 
ngs; and said that one great objection was that the new || abstraction. | to be maturely considered. 
he must charter did not go far enough, and was not broad In the State which he had the honor in part to | Mr. PAYNE could see no reason for referring 
yuld not enough; it did not cover the blacks as well as the || represent, he did not believe there was a man who this bill to the Committee of the Whole, as the 
Xistence whites; and, therefore, it was to be supposed that |; would dare to stand up and declare to the people | subject had been most fully discussed, not only 
wv when ifithad covered the blacks, and if they had been || that the principles put forth in the Declaration of | in this House, but throughout the country; and 
of this considered as part of the people of Rhode Island, || Independence were abstractions. It was asserted | the minds of the people were fully made up on 
h of the they should not have heard of any objection. But || that the people had no right to change their form | it. The sections of the act which the bill pro- 
| settled hedrew a distinction; and the man who-should || of government; if so, he contended that no Legis- | posed to repeal were not now in force, because 
charged attempt to keep the free citizens of this country || lature could have the power. the duties, under the last tariff, had been carried 
vas un- from the exercise of their rights by attempting to The State of Rhode Island fought nobly in the | up above the rates which authorized distribution. 
8 would dmg within the circle of the American people a || revolutionary struggle of this country for liberty; | This bill had been once already referred to the 
> state- class of people that were not a part or parcel of || but it appeared it was only for the purpose of | Committee on Public Lands, and by them re- 
ntlemen them, would not succeed in his attempt. If there || changing masters. They wanted those towhom | ported back to the House, after being fully con- 
k for an was any well-settled proposition in his creed— || Char es II. had delegated the authority, to govern | sidered by them. It was recommitted to the 
and he believed he was a Jeffersonian Democrat— || the State, and declared that the Declaration of In- | Committee of Ways and Means; and, after an 

It said, itwas this: that all legislative, executive, or other || dependence was a mere abstraction. He held that || ample consideration, was again reported back to 
in Rev- authority of this Government, was derived from || any set of men, whoever they might be, who were || the House. After this, there surely was no good 
hers for the people. || willing to make such a declaration as this, and to || reason for referring ittoa committeeagain. There 
ince the He held that, in the formation of aconstitution, || maintain that the people had no right to govern | could be no object in such a reference, unless for 
ople of the people made a fundamental Jaw; and that law || themselves, were deserving of the scorn of every | the purpose of delay; for the subject had been 
ue of a must guide, and govern, and control the agents || man who recognized the right and capability of || fully discussed, and was fully understood, not 
nd that whom the people appointed to execute their will. || the people for self-government. There was a time 1 only by the House, but by the whole country. 
to gor- But one gentleman had denied that the right of || when the doctrine of the capability of the people || He would further remark, that the simple prin- 
he gov- wiirage was a natural right; and he claimed the || for self-government was doubted; but those who | ciple of distribution was repealed in this bill, and 
iduals, rightto exercise authority under the charter which || had confidence in it, succeeded in establishing its || that it did not touch any other. ; 

instead had so long governed Rhode Island, and by virtue || practicability; and he held that man to be an alien | Mr. BARNARD made some remarks in oF. 
e their of which had been exercised legislative, judicial, || to our free institutions, who declared that the || port of the motion to refer the bill, which the 
such a td executive authority there. Was that the || people were incapable of self-government; nay, | reporter did not distinctly hear. 
re been doctrine of the Whig party in Rhode Island? He | more, he held such a man to be deserving of the | Mr. DROMGOOLE said that he was aston- 
people should like to know if they would say that the || execration of all honest men. There was this | ished at the declaration of the gentleman from 
bstrac- people should be subjugated and made slaves or || distinction, however: even those who were tramp; || New York, that the House now heard of this 
ctioned freemen, as the chartered authorities should say || ling down the rights of the people in Rhode Isl- | bill for the firsttime. __ 
e right yesorno? It was a fundamental principle that || and, though they denied the right of the people Mr. BARNARD explained that he meant that 
1, ina ten and mind must govern, and not property. to govern themselves, conceded their capability. || the bill was brought up for the first time to-day 
dare- In connection with this branch of the subject, s far as the power of the House to inquire | for consideration. | 
gnized he related the anecdote told of Franklin, who, || into this matter was concerned, he thought they || Mr. DROMGOOLE said that the bill had been 
wer 18 with biting satire, put the proposition thus: Ifa || hadaclear, undoubted power. He believed there || before the House for consideration previous to 
consti- man of intelligence were not entitled to a vote, || were not many men in that House, who, if the || to-day. It was introduced, on leave, by the gen- 
prity of and another of equal intelligence, possessing an | facts set forth in the memorial were true, would || tleman from Alabama [Mr. Payne) on the 4th of 
unce of 488, were allowed to vote on the basis of his right || be willing to declare that this House had not the || January last, when it was referred to the Com- 
yn and of property therein—did the man vote, or the || right to inquire into the matter in order to pre- || mittee on Public Lands; who, after considering 
ment, ass? vent such evils in future. He was well aware || it, reported it back to the House. It was then 
sharter @ =©Hecontinued with some furtherremarkson this || that he might be denounced as an agrarian, a lo- || recommitted to the Committee of Ways and 
d that, branch of the subject, and said the question was, || cofoco, and so on; he cared not for all this; he || Means, who, after a like consideration, had again 
which whether they should sit still and see the Execu- || would rather be denounced by a certain class of | reported it back. The gentleman, therefore, could 
Rhode uve of the United States exercise the power of |’ individuals in this country, than praised. Ithad || not suppose the bill was now for the first time 
> exer- ‘his Government to violate the rights off the peo- |i peen the case ever since human liberty had strug- | heard of, unless ke supposed that a majority of 


they #% ple? He took it that their jurisdiction was per- 
e Uni- fectly clear; and that it was not only the right, 
on, in- ff butthe duty of Congress to exercise it. He knew 


gled against tyranny, in this and every other | the House were ignorant of its proceedings, and 
country, that individuals who contended for the || took no notice of its business. The gentleman 
rights of the mass were denounced as agrarians. || alluded to the vast number of new members who 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


had not heard this question discussed. Why, it | He was for action, instead of useless discussion, 
was a question that was familiar, not only to the || consuming the time and money of the nation. He 
had sat there listening to useless debate *‘il his 


members of the House, but familiar to the people. | 


sone Y, Dic 
It was one of the most important acts of the extra || patience was worn out; and he therefore moved || Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, vin tty Hi 


cession of 184], and had excited the deepest at- || the 
tention throughout the country. The people of || 


revious question. 


a few moments. 
Mr. BOWER assented, on condition that the 
gentleman from Illinois would renew the motion. 
Mr. McCLERNAND observed that his col- 
league had evinced a great degree of sensibility 
at the motion before the House, and seemed to 


to declare their sentiments on the simple question, 
whether the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands should be distributed among the States, or 
remain in the Treasury, to assist in defraying the 
expenses of the Government, and to that extent 
render increased taxation unnecessary. This was 
the simple question before the House; and the || apprehend that the er would not be suffi- 
new members, coming fresh from the people, || ciently discussed and understood bythe American 
were fully possessed of their sentiments on the || people, and his constituents, if the question on it 

subject, and were as much prepared to act on it || should be taken then. 
on the first day of the session as now. The bill Now, he respectfull 
simply provided that the proceeds of the sales of || from his colleague, an 

the pabsie lands should remain in the Treasury, 

to be applied to the support of the Government, 
instead of being doled out among the States to 
seduce and corrupt them. That portion of the bill 
making appropriations of lands it was not pro- 
posed to touch, because some of the States had | party to ride into power. His colleague was 
received the quotas provided for them by it. This || aware that the people of Illinois had passed sen- 
being the simple question before the House, the || tence of condemnation on this principle of distri- 
gentleman from New York, and every other mem- || bution, and that they regard it as a bribe offered 
ber, was as ready to vote on it, as he would be || to seduce them from their principles. oe had 
after a month’s discussion. It seemed, therefore, || condemned it by the action of their legislative 
that the reference of the bill would answer no | bodies, and had further put their condemnation 
other purpose than delay, and contribute to the || on it by sending here a large majority of members 
procrastination of the business of the House, || opposed to it. What was the character of this 
and lengthening of the session. || measure, which it was now proposed to repeal? 
Mr. HARDIN observed that this question of || Why, it was to give money to the States with 
the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the || one hand, and take double the amount from the 
ublic lands was not a new question, to be sure; || people with the other. This could be established 
ut it was one of great importance to a large por- || by mathematical demonstration. The people re- 
tion of the people of the Union; and they were || garded it as one of the tricks and stratagems of 
now asked to act upon it immediately, without || the Whig party to blind their judgments, and de- 
reference to the Committee of the Whole, and of || ceive them in the exercise of the elective franchise. 
course without discussion, And why wasit pro- || They regarded it as a political hobby, got up by 
posed to pass this bill so speedily? Why, be- || a desperate party to retrieve their desperate for- 
cause, forsooth, it was not a new question, and || tunes, and they therefore condemned it. In reply 
had already been fully discussed. Now, he should || to the assertion that this was a new question, he 
like to know if the election bill,which was passed a || would say, that the bill before them was intro- 
few days ago, was a new question? He should || duced on the 4th of January, and was referred to 
like to know if the tariff bill, reported the day be- || the Committee on Public Lands, of which he was 
fore yesterday by the Committee of Ways and || a member; and if it were proper to allude to the 
Means, was a new question; and why it was || action of that committee, he might say thata ma- 
deemed more necessary to refer these bills to the || jority of them gave it their sanction. It was then 
Committee of the Whole than the present bill? || referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
This was a question equally as important, and || and the result of their action was the report of 
was as much worthy of discussion. The tariff || to-day, passing a like censure on the principle of 
bill of the Committee of Ways and Means was || distribution. Thus the appropriate committees of 
for reducing the duties so low that the distribu- || the House had put the seal of condemnation upon 
tion act would go into operation again; and that || it; and in doing so, they had done nothing more 
he supposed was the reason it was to be repealed. || than copy the judgment of the American people. 
A speedy action on the bill was very desirableto || The gentleman intimated that the freedom of 
the majority, and he was therefore not surprised || debate had been cut off by the majority of the 
that there was a disposition to suppress all debate || House. He respectfully differed with the gen- 
onit. The bill, he supposed, would be passed || tleman. It was known to the country, that a 
under the operation of the previous question, the || great portion of the time of the House, since the 
minority being entirély powerless to prevent it; || commencement of the session, had been consumed 
but they had at least a right to ask that their sen- || in idle debate on the 2lst rule, and some other 
timents in regard to it might be spread before the || questions equally as useless. Where was the 
American people. If this question was not to be || power of the majority when these debates were 
discussed, he should like to know what question || permitted ? 
was ?—none that he knew of was of more import- || of the majority of this Congress with that of the 
ance. He supposed that the next thing they did || last, in which some of the most important ques- 
would be, that it was unnecessary to discuss any || tions were hurried through without allowing an 
questions here; and that the majority would pass || hour’s discussion. Then the majority exercised 
the whole batch of their bills without any discus- || a more arbitrary power than ever had been wit- 
sion whatever. nessed on that floor, and subjected the minority 
Mr. BOWER observed that he had as little || toa more unrelenting despotism than was ever 
known inalegislative body. Heshould not have 


begged leave to differ 
to express the opinion 
that it had been already fully discussed, and was 
well understood, by the people of IIlinois at least, 
who had already passed their judgment on it. 
This question had been one of the favorite themes 





disposition as any member on the floor to con- 


gotup to enable the great leader of the Whig | 


He might safely compare the action | 


sume the time of the House; and it had been a 
source of deep mortification to him to sit here and 
witness the useless debate that had taken place 
on subjects on which the mind of every individual 
in the community was made up, and which had 
been continued, not only for days but for weeks. 


Now, as to the subject at present before the | 
House: had it not been discussed for years in the | 
House? had it not been discussed in the public 


papers? and had it not been discussed on the 
stump? 


Had it not, at one time, been the all- | 


absorbing question among both parties? For | 


what purpose should it be discussed now, but for 


delay, and to protract the business of the House? | 
The people of the United States, from the north | 
to the south, and from the east to the west, had | 


turned their ayes to the useless consumption o! 
the time of the House in unnecessary debate. 


made these remarks had they not been called forth 
by the language of his colleague. 


Mr. M. concluded by renewing the motion for 


the previous question. 


Some conversation ensued between Mr. HAR- 
DIN, Mr. WENTWORTH, Mr. DAVIS of 


Kentucky, Mr. WELLER, the SPEAKER, Mr. 
WINTHROP, Mr. RHETT, and others. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON called for tellers on second- 


ing the demand for the previous question; and 
Messrs, Dettetand Bune were appointed; and 
they reported—ayes 76, noes 68. 

So there was a second. 


Mr. CARROLL moved to lay the bill on the 
table; and on this he called for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 64, nays 
110; as follows: ° 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 


| 


Mr. McCLERNAND entreated the gentleman || Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, 
the United States were ready, and had been ready, || to withdraw his call for the previous question for || 


| 
| 
} 


i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 





| 


Barnard, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffing 
roll, Causin, Chappell, Chilton Clinch, Clingm 

| Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dicks ' 
| son, Fish, Giddings, Willis Green, Grider. Hard2 ete 
| B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. Ring, aie 
Newton, ~ 
AMSey, Row 
verance. Maat 
Summers, ‘Thy, 
Wethered, Wire 


terson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, R 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Senter, Se 
, Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, 8 
| assun, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
| Winthrop, and William Wright—64. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, p 
| James Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd. jo8 
Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, Burke, 4. 
Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Crogs un, 
Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Dayis ses 
Dean, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ej * 
mer, Ficklin, French, Byram Green, Hale, Hamiin 4 & 
mett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hj.” 
| Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford Jamese 
Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 4. 
drew Jolinson,George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy ee 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis’ 1." 
Lumpkin, McCausien, Maclay, McClelland, McCtemnacy 
McUonnell, McDowell, McKay, Moore, Joseph Mi mM, 
Murphy,Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Po 
Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8S. Reid, Reding, Rejf..p 
Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. Jolin. Soi), 
Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Johy 
Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Ste 


let, 
hex, 
’ Saunder, 

T. Smit, 
Wart, Syky 





|| Taylor, Thompson, Tibbaits, ‘Tucker, Weller, Weary, 


Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—)\9 
So the bill was not laid on the table. 
The question then recurred, ‘* Shall the Tain 
question be now put?”’ 
| "Mr. BARNARD called for the yeas and nays; 
| and they were ordered, and resulted—yeas jij, 


| nays 75. 
gS the main question was ordered to be now put 
The question then being upon the engrossmen, 
of the bill, the yeas and nays were ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted—yeas 115, nays 63, as fo}. 
lows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack 
| Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brod. 
head, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, By 


Caldwell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Cros, 


|} Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 


| Dawson, Dean, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, 
Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Ham. 
| mett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, 
| Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, 

James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Jovy. 

son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
| Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, 
| Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, Me. 
Clernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Moore, Joseph 
Morris, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Emery D, 
Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, Saun- 
ders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson Joba 
Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, ‘Thompson, Tid- 
batts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adains, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Car. 
roll, Causin, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Colla 
mer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Fish, Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Hardin, 
Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoil, Irvia, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Melivaine, 
Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Newton, Pat- 
terson, Peyton. Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rock- 
| well, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Senter, Severance, Alber 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewart, Summers, Thom- 
asson. Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, White, Winthrop, 
and William Wright—63. 


| The bill being thus ordered to a third reading, 
| Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, inquired 
| whether the previous question would preclude 





discussion upon the passage of the bill? 
The SPEAKER was understood to reply thst 


| the previous question applied only to the engross 


ment of the bill. ‘i 
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, said, if 

the question was open to discussion, as it had 
been unexpectedly sprung upon the House this 
morning—for he believed it had only been re 
orted this morning —— 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE interposed to say thatthe 

bill had been introduced as long ago as the be- 
ginning of January, and had been committed, 
and recommitted, and finally reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means. a 

Mr. BARNARD inquired when the bill = 

referred to the Committee of Ways and Means: 
The Clerk, after referring to the printed bill, 
reported that the bill was referred to that com- 
mittee on the 22d of February. 
Mr. BARNARD was going on to observe that 
there had never been the slightest discussion re 
specting it, and he thought it highly improper 
that it should be hurried through in this manner; 


when oa 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said, without admitting 
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1844. 


iety of the allusion of the 
th ey be no discussion, it was because gen- | t to ' 

‘iemen did not choose to discuss it. || ing British goods into the country for the en- 

ue STEWART, of Pennsylvania, said whether || couragement of British manufactures ? 

a had been discussion in committee or not, it',} Mr, McKAY said that he was unwilling to 
certain there had been none in the House. It || interrupt ony gentleman in the course of his re- 
A vitally important measure; more important | marks; but the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 

than a0Y pill that was likely to be brought forward || taking a range wholly inadmissible. The tariff || 

“s session; and ro this bill was to be hurried |) bill was not now under discussion; but would be 

through on its final passage on the same day on || brought up in a few days, when the gentleman || 


‘hit was reported, under the previousquestion, || would have anample opportunity of discussing it. | 
which t The SPEAKER said that it was not in order | 


without an opportunity of saying a word upon the | 
|| for the gentleman from Pennsylvania to discuss 


gubjects without even a report from the committee 
ining the reasons upon which it was founded, | the merits of the tariff bill, which was not then 
'| before the House. 


ee measure of this kind to be forced through 
Mr.STEWART, of Pennsy!vania, insisted that 
he was in order; that he was referring to the tariff 


without & moment’s consideration, and withouta | 
word of eX lanation? The measure was too im- | 
rant to the people of this country to pass with- |, bill to show that there would bea surplus revenue, 
jut some examination. The proceeds of the public | for the purpose of connecting it with the bill before 
ands of this country belonged to the States of this || the House. And he had no doubt that this bill 
Union; and a period had arrived in the history of || would be passed without discussion, as the major- || 
|| ity had the powertodoso. Why not pass the tariff 
|| bill as they were now passing the bill to repeal the || 


hiscountry when, by mal-administration, a state 
of things had been brought about which had in- |) bill as th: i 
yolved the States of this Confederacy in debts || distribution act? One was not more important than 
under which they were groaning. Was this Gov- || the other, which was to save some of the States 
ernment going to furnish no relief to the States? || from bankruptcy. If this bill was to be passed 
Did this Government owe no obligation to the || under the gag rule, why not pam" the tariff bill in 
States, and to the people of this Union? Were || the same way? This tariff bill could not be passed 
they tosit quietly and ste the States crushed under || atallifsutivred to be discussed. The country would 
the weight of taxation; to see their character dis- | see that it was to encourage foreign manufacturers 
-aced; to See repudiation ee abroad in the || at the expense of our own mechanics. He would 
and, while this House possessed the power of || tell gentlemen how was the best way to pass it; 
freeing the people from their burdens and the || and that was to send it to the British Parliament, 
country from disgrace—a disgrace in which this || where it would be passed by acclamation. He 
Government was involved—without affording that || contended that he had a right to discuss this ques- 
relief which it was in their power to afford, and || tion, and discuss it, too, in connection with the 
which the States had a right to claim at their | subject of the distribution of the proceeds of the 
hands? What were they going to do with the | sales of the public lands. He had aright to show 
surplus revenue which they would derive from || its effects on the revenues of the country, and how 
the existing tariff? If they did not give to the || there would be a surplus that ought to be distrib- 
States the proceeds of the sales of the public uted among the States. Let him remind the 
jands to which they were entitled, they would be | House of another fact. 
driven in a short time to pass another law for the || 
distribution of the surplus revenue; for that they | 











ntleman, if } 
tection to American artisans for the sake of bring- 


The tariff bill of 1832 
was introduced precisely like the present one, but 
for a different purpose. The bill introduced the 
would have a surplus, and a large one, at the end || other day was for the purpose of improving the 
of ihe current year, was perfectly certain. | revenue; but the bill of 1832 was introduced for 
The Committee of Ways and Means had re- || the purpose of lessening the revenue, when there 
ported a tariff bill, and for what purpose? Why, | was found to be a redundancy. Now, he would | 
they alleged, to increase the revenues beyond '| like to know how, in 1832, the same bill was to 
what they are under existing laws. They were || reduce the revenue that was now to increase it? 
not content with a revenue of $40,000,000 a year || It must be evident that a bill to reduce duties 
—the rate at which it was now pouring into the | would reduce revenue, unless the importations 
Treasury—but, in the face of this Tact, they had | were increased; and if importations were increased 
introduced a bill for the purpose of increasing it. | it would be to the injury of the American pro- 
Now, if this tariff bill was to have the effect it || ducer for the benefit of the foreign manufacturer. 
was intended to have, we shall have more money | 
todistribute; there will be a plethora in the Treas- | 
ury; and he wanted gentlemen to tell him what 
they were going to do with this surplus if they | 
did not intend to give it to the States. Let him || 
state a fact to the House. This bill was intro- || 


duties on various articles of American manufac- 
tures, Mr. S. went on to say that the House dare 
not pass this tariff bill, if a discussion was per- 
mitted on it. The people of the country would | 
proclaim it to be for the benefit of British manu- | 
duced for the purpose of increasing the revenue; | factures to the injury of the American mechanics. 
and it brought the duties back to what they were | He would go further, and say that it would be to | 
in 1840. What was the revenue then? It was || the injury of the American farmer; for the British 
$13,250,000. What was the revenue in 1841? | importations that would come in would be agri- 
The report of the Secretary of the Treasury | cultural products, worked up by the British me- 
showed that they were $14,000,000; and this year chanics. He contended that this was a British 
we shall have $40,000,000. And yet it was pro- | bill, made for the protection of British manufac- 
posed to reduce the duties one half to increase the | tures,and notfor the benefit of American industry. 
revenue, What were they going to do with that|| The SPEAKER called Mr. S. to order. 
revenue if they would not distribute itamongthe | Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. Well, he 
States? would say that if this bill should be passed, what | 
Mr. DROMGOOLE said, pay the debts of the | would be the condition of the indebted States? 
hig Congress with it. Pennsylvania had a debt of $40,000,000. How 
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania. Yes, | was she to pay it, if the proceeds of the sales of 
twenty odd millions of Whig debt—a debt con® | the public lands were withheld from her? To pay 
tracted under the administration of Martin Van | it she must resort to direct taxation, and direct 
Buren, and which he contended would have gone | taxation of the most unmitigated sort. 
on increasing and increasing, if the Whigs had He went on to show what the State of ‘Penn- 
not passed the tariff act of 1842, which restored | 
the prosperity of the country, and enabled it to 
meetit. It was the fruits of Mr. Van Buren’s 


were distributed; and he appealed to the members 
| from the indebted States to come to his aid in at- 


system that brought this debt on the country ;and | tempting to defeat this bill. He spoke of the ad- || 


twas the policy of the Whig party to pay it,and | vantages of distribution to the people, and of the | 
would pay it. ‘This tariff bill of the Gomumienss || propriety of supporting this Government by 
of Ways and Means reduced the duties on an | duties on imports, which, if paid by the people, 
average more than one fourth, and reduced them | were paid voluntarily, as they were not compelled | 
one half on a great many articles. It would ex- | to purchase luxuries nolens volens. So long as | 
tinguish the fires of all the forges in the State of || the land revenue was paid into the Treasury, the | 
ennsylvania. What would be its general re- || tariff would be unsettled; for thore were constant 
sults? If you reduce the duties one third, do you || fluctuations in the receipts from that source; | 
hot reduce the revenue one third? and then to || and hence he derived another argument in favor | 
make up that reduction, must they not bring into || of distribution, which had received the advantages | 
the country one third more foreign goods ? 
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After speaking of the effects of the reduction of || 


sylvania would be entitled to, if the public lands | 


ow, |! of General Jackson’s advocacy. J 
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what sort of policy was this, to destroy the pro- He was proceeding with his argument, when 


The SPEAKER announced the expiration of 
his hour. 

Mr. HOPKINS next obtained the floor, and 
said he should not entertain the House by any 
argument on this subject, or by attempting a 


‘reply to the speech which the House had just 


heard from the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 


| There was one class of eres which presented 


themselves to the consideration of this Congress, 
which he would not discuss, because he did not 
feel permitted to discuss them; and this was one 
of them. They wouldall remember that, at the 
commencement of the last Congress, it was said 
by a distinguished gentleman at the other end of 


_ this Capitol, (Mr. Clay]—a gentleman who was 


the leader of the party to which the gentleman 
belonged who had just taken his seat—that the 
minority in both branches of Congress were con- 
demned culprits; and the majority then assumed 
to be here not to discuss and debate certain ques- 
tions concerning the interests of the country, but 
to execute the verdict of condemnation which the 
people had pronounced upon the minority; and 
the majority then commenced their work—that 
sentiment being here responded to by a gentle- 
man from Indiana, now-no longer a member of 
this body, he himself having fallen under the 
‘* second sober thought” of the people, and his 
place been worthly filled by a gentleman belong- 
ing to the party which had been stigmatized as 
condemned criminals. It would also be recollected 
that measures were forced through during the 


| session of that Congress by oree species of gag. 
th 


He would call the attention of the House to one 
measure—no less a measure than that authorizin 
a loan of $12,000,000. How long was it perseiteel 
to be considered by the then dominant party in 
this House? But one day before the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means introduced 
a resolution fixing the following Monday, on 
which day, at a certain hour, the committee was 
to be discharged from its further consideration. 
And the committee was so discharged, and the 
bill was reported to the House, the previous ques- 
tion applied, and thus a bill quthorizing a loan of 
$12,000,000 was passed through this House with 
| but a few hours’ consideration. And how was 
| it with the sub-Treasury repeal bill? Why, it 
received but a few hours’ consideration at most, 
before the majority proceeded to execute what it 
| said was the Soule of the people. And now 
| there was a party here, he must be permitted to 
tell them, which had come to “ execute the will 
of the people,’’ who had been so grievously de- 
ceived in 1840; and in relation to such measures 
as this, he would inquire if it was pretended that 
| debate for any period of time would change the 
opinion of a single member? He was sure that 
no gentleman would pretend that it could. Every 
| gentleman had made up his opinion; and a 
 month’s or a year’s discussion could not be ex- 
| pected to produce a single change on this ques- 
| tion. Under these circumstances, he did not think 
| the gentlemen of the opposite party would com- 
| plain, if, with a desire to prosecute the public 
| business which pressed upon them, and which 
had been hitherto retarded in various ways—on 
| one day in particular by the taking of the yeas 
' and nays on the subdivisions of a question—and 
| standing, as the majority did, with the responsi- 
| bility that rested upon them—they refused to 
allow questions to be discussed, day after day, 
and week after week, without the expectation of 
| changing a single vote. He, therefore, moved the 
| previous question; but withdrew it at the request 
of Mr. Hentey, (who desired to speak for about 
| fifteen minutes,) on his promising to renew the 
| motion. 
Mr. HENLEY said he was not in the habit of 
| detaining the House; but sometimes it happened, 
| as in this case, that he had a desire to say a few 
words in relation to the position he occupied. 
| And in doing so on this occasion, he would con- 
| fine himself exclusively to the question, as to the 
| propriety of receiving or not receiving the fund 
| proposed to be distributed, and which the gentle- 
| man from Pennsylvania had said the indebted 
| States must receive, or they would not be able to 
| pay their debts. If Pennsylvania was not able to 
| pay, her debts without getting this land fund, why 
| was she so simple as to contract those debts ? 
| [A message from the Senate was here presented 
by Assury Dicuins, its Secretary.] 
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Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, rose to make 
an explanation, in the absence of his colleague. 
He had merely to say, that as early as the year 
1826, the Legislature of Pennsylvania, with a 
Democratic majority in both branches, instructed 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to vote for a bill distributing the proceeds of the 
public lands among the States; and it was under 
the conviction that she would receive her share, 
that that State commenced her gigantic system of 
internal improvement, which had so greatly ben- 
efited the whole Union. 

Mr. BIDLACK requested the gentleman from 
Indiana to yield the floor a moment. 

Mr. HENLEY declined to do so, unless he 
were permitted to exceed the fifteen minutes 
which he claimed for the purpose of making his 
speech. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
Morais) had desired permission to ask a ques- 
tion; and, instead of asking a question, he had 
made a stump speech. [A laugh.] And what 
did it amount to? To precisely the same posi- 
tion that his worthy friends (the Whigs) always 
took upon the question of internal improvement; 
and that was, to go back, no matter how far, and 
prove, if possible, that at some time or other 
there had been some act of the Democratic party 
which justified the Whigs in incurring an enorm- 
ous debt. If one wrong act could be found on 
the part of the Democrats, by looking back for 
twenty years or more, it was to be taken as a 
justification of all the misconduct of the Whigs 
during their whole career of power. This was 
mega the position taken. The gentleman went 

ack to a time when the Democratic Legislature 
of Pennsylvania were foolish enough to believe 
that they would get these lands, and this was the 
way in which the gentleman endeavored to justify 
the course ofthe Whigs. Such a justification, he 
would tell the gentleman, would avail but little 
with the intelligent people of this country. 

The gentleman would not be able to make the 
people believe that, because somebody else had 
done wrong, he was also entitled to do wrong. 
[A laugh.] He belonged to an indebted State, 
and he well knew how thatState became involved. 
The people of that State were swindled into con- 
tracting the debt. ‘The scheme was conceived in 
sin and brought forth in iniquity; but it was a 
difficulty which must be remedied by the people 
of Indiana themselves, They did not intend to 
call upon the Government to help them out. 
They were not going to ask this Government to 
pay their debts for them. They had acted im- 
prudently—he confessed it with shame and hu- 
miliation—and they were the persons who ought 
to suffer. [A laugh.] 

The question was, ought they to receive this 
money? He maintained that if the money had 
been properly appropriated, and the debts had 
been judiciously contracted, still they ought not, 
to receive the money; it was improper, Inexpe- 
dient, and unjust. 

Mr. FOSTER asked the gentleman whether 
Pennsylvania had ever, directly, or indirectly, 
urged a claim to a share of the public lands, or 
expressed herself in favor of distribution ? 

r. HENLEY replied, that if Pennsylvania 
had not done so, it had been done by one of her 
Representatives on that floor; he meant the gen- 
tleman who last addressed the House. Mr. H. 


to take place, because a necessity would thereby 
be created for supplying the deficiency in the 
Treasury of the General Government, by a resort 
to imposts upon articles of consumption, which 
might otherwise be obtained by the people of the 
country, the workingmen—of whom he was one 
—at prices corresponding with their means. Mr. 
H. contended that an imposition of duties upon 
articles which were absolutely necessaries of life 
—such as tea and coffee—operated as a greater 
burden upon the industrial portion of the commu- 
nity than upon the wealthy. 

Mr. BIDLACK rose to address the House, 
(Mr. Hentey having yielded him the floor for an 
re) but objections being made, 

r. HENLEY said he should not have made 





proceeded to argue that the distribution ought not |! 


| 
| 
| 


vania, [Mr. ee) a political friend, the great- 
est alarm was excited. The gentleman from Ohio 
seemed to think there was some collusion be- 
tween him and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 
(Mr. Brptack;] but he could assure him there 
was none, and that all he intended was, to grant 


| the same privilege to the gentleman that he had 


| already granted to his colleague. 


As the gentle- 


| man from Ohio, however, seemed so very sensi- 
| tive, he would withdraw the promise he made to 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and conclude 


with a single remark. It was well for gentlemen 


_ to talk about gag-laws, who—— 


| order, stating that the gentleman had no right to | 


Mr. VINTON again called the gentleman to 


| go on with his remarks, after having, as he un- 
derstood him, said that he was done. 


| 
| 
| 


} 

| 

| 

| 
1 





a single remark, if he had thought that the gen- || 


tleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] would have been 
so sensitive. He had yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Morris,] a po- 
litical opponent, and not a word of objection was 
heard; pat now, when he professed to do a sim- 


Mr. HENLEY replied that, if the gentleman 
did understand him to say that he had concluded, 
it was because, not being so well versed in par- 
liamentary proceedings as other gentlemen, he 
might have expressed himself imperfectly. It 
was, however, far from his intention to say that 
he had concluded his remarks; and the gentleman 
had understood him incorrectly. 

The SPEAKER observed that he did not hear 
the gentleman say that he had concluded; and the 


ar way for the Chair to know that a gentleman 
ha 


done speaking, was by his taking his seat. 
The gentleman not having resumed his seat, he 
of course inferred that he had not finished his re- 
marks. 
Mr. HENLEY observed that it was not his 
intention to yield the floor entirely when he gave 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bipiack] | 


permission to address the House; He nowcon- 


cluded by renewing the motion for the previous | 


question. 


Mr. HARDIN and other gentlemen appealed | 
to Mr. H. to withdraw the call for the previous | 


oe but he declined doing so, on the ground 
that the motion was not his own, but only the 


renewal, according to promise, of the motion of | 


the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hopkins.] 
The previous question was then seconded by 
the House. 
Mr. HARDIN demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question, ‘** Shall the main question be now 


put?” which, being ordered and taken, resulted— | 


yeas 104, nays 70. 


The question recurred on the passage of the | 
bill, upon which the yeas and nays were ordered; | 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 113, nays 70; as | 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, 
Edward J. Biack, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. 
Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chap- 
man, Cobb, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram Green, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, La- 


branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Seen eens McCaus- | 


len, Maclay, McCleiland, McClernand, McConnell, Mc- 


BE. 


| ilar favor to the other gentleman from Pennsyl- | advanced, and therefore he would not mov 





Dowell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Emery D. Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David S. Reid, 


Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, || 
St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, || 
John T. Smith, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, | 
Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, | 


Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Whea- 
ton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—113. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, 
Carroll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, -Clingman, Collamer, 
Cranston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Deliet, Dickey, Dickin- 


| son, Fish, Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, 


Hudson, Washington Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. John- 
son, John P. Kennedy, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Mor- 
ris, Morse, Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. 
Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Rockwell, Rodney, Ro- 
gers, Sample, Senter, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, An- 
drew Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Ttiden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vinton, Wethered, White, Winthrop, and William Wright 
—70. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to amend the title 
by striking out and inserting, as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “ repeal,’’ and insert the 
words, ** certain sections of the act entitled ‘ An act to ap- 
propriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and 
to grant preémption rights,’ approved September 4, 1841.” 

On this amendment he moved the previous 
question, which was sustained; and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. McK AY remarked that the day was far 


into the Committee of the W hole on the sina on “ 
Union on the appropriation bills; but instead 
would move thatthe rules be suspended, th»: 
committees might be called for reports that > _ 
not give rise to debate. ould 


The motion was agreed to. 
INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the Co 
Ways and Means, acting under the 
a resolution of the House, reported a bil] provid 
ing for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer De 
disbursement of the public revenues, which . 
accompanied by a report. ” 

The bill was read twice. 

Mr. D. moved that the bill be committea tothe 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unio 
and that the bill and report be printed. ‘ 

Mr. M. BROWN moved to lay the bill ony 
table; and on that he called for the previous que. 
tion. 

Mr. BARNARD intimated that the minor 
of the committee might hereafter make a repon! 

The yeas and nays were then ordere 
taken, on laying on the table, and resulted— 
62, nays 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barring», 
Barnard, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, (a, 
roll, Causin, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Coliamer, Cry. 
ston, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, pis) 
Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Hudson, 
Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley 
B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Edward J. Morris, Mors 
Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter 
Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sam, 
ple, Senter, Severance, Caleb B. Smith, Andrew Stewan, 
Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vin, 
Wethered, White, Winthrop, and William Wright—¢, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, Edward), 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinke; 
hoff, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Bun, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, (ip. 
ton, Cobb, Cross, Cullown, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davy, 
John W. Davis, Dawson, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Ellis, Elmer, Ficklin, French, Byram Green, Hamlin, Han. 
mett, Haralson. Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Gun), 
Charies J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew 


MMittee of 
authority o 


rt, 
and 
Yeas 


| Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, La 


branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Me. 
Clelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 
Moore, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Reding, River, 
Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, Thomas H, Seymour, 
Simons, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson 
John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tucker, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, and 
Joseph A. Wright—100.  - 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 

The question recurred on referring it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and the bill and report be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
House adjourned. 


The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. SMITH, of Hilinois: The petition of John Stone, 
a soldier in the late war with Great Britain, praying 4 pen- 
sion in consequence of wounds received while in the ser 
vice of his country; which was referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the legal heirs of the late Andrew 
Englis, an officer in the war of the Revolution, prayiig 
payment for forage furnished the army, by order of the 
commander-in-chief of the army ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. ‘ 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of William Hol- 
lenbeck and thirty-one others, citizens of Sullivan county; 
the petition of Joel Stinnett and seventeen others, of the 
same county ; the petition of Thomas Marks and one hun- 
dred and twenty three others, of same county ; the me- 
morial of James 8. Reed and thirty-two others, of same 
county ; the petition of John Marks and forty others, of 
same county; the memorial of Ezekiel Stone and thirty- 
seven others, of same county, Indiana ; all praying for @ 
grant of certain lands in the Vincennes land disinct, for 
the extension of the Wabash and Erie canal, from Terre 
Haute to Evansville, on the Ohio. 

Also, the memorial of John Dowell and four hundred and 
thirty others, citizens of Lawrence county, Indiana, ask- 
ing a grant of land to complete the national thoroughfare 
between the lakes and the Ohio, by the improvement of the 
navigation of the Wabash. 

Also, the memorial of George Adams and three hundred 
and seventy-two others, citizens of Monroe county; In- 
diana, upon the same subject. 4 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition ot D. W. Bradley 
others, citizens of Bangor, for a law defining the manner! 
which lumber of all kinds, grown on the territory of Maine, 
and tran down the river St. John, shall again be ad- 
mitted into said State of Maine ; which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RUSSELL: The petition of citizens of Ulster 
county, New York, praying for the reduction of postage; 
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The Secretary says the voyage could not be per- 


formed ina month. ‘The resolution never con- 
templated such athing. Any one, bya mere glance 
at the maps, could see that it could not be per- 
formed in a month. 


should not be performed in less than three or four 


months, including the proper stay in the differ- | 


ent ports; yet one vessel could depart monthly, 
and following each other, there would be one or 


another in every port about once a month. We | 


all know that a stage cannot go from here to St. 
Louis in a day, and yet the mail is carried daily. 
If it required one ship three months to make the 
voyage, then three ships only would be necessary 
to make monthly voyages. If it required four 
months, then four ships would be necessary, &c. 
So that twelve ships, by making a voyage only 
once a year, would show themselves, some one 
of them, in each of the ports of those countries. 
He thought the great utility of some periodical ap- 
pearance at those places would be, that when — é 
of our citizens got into difficulty, they might loo 
forward, with some degree of certainty, to that 
period, for some assistance from their country; 
and not, as at present, have no assurance that any 
armed vessel of the United States would ever 
come to his assistance. He hoped the committee 
would take the subject into consideration, and 
recommend some action. Butif they should think 
that nothing was necessary, then he should feel 
that he had performed his duty in calling their 
attention to a subject that was of more importance 
than it would at first view appear to be. ‘The ob- 
Pm of the monthly voyage from New Orleans to 

umana and back was for the purpose, as well 
of ordinary services, as to keep up a direct and 
constant communication through the isthmus with 
the great Pacific ocean. 

He had mentioned the city of New Orleans as 
the place of departure and return, on account of 
its great commercial importance to the whole 
country, and more especially to the western 
States. 

On motion of Mr. S., the report of the Secre- 
tary upon the subject was taken from the table, 


He would desire that it | 
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| ordered to be printed) which he intends to offer 
| as an amendment to the bill for the establishment 
| of a dock-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, when it 
| comes up for consideration. 

LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 








| Harwoop yesterday, was taken up for consider- 


ation: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office be directed to report a list of aliclaims to land inthe 
State of Louisiana which have been heretofore reported by | 
any commissioner appointed by law for that purpose, and | 
which have not been heretofore confirmed by Congress, but | 
which remain subject to their future action ; and in making | 
said list, the Commissioner of the General Land Office will | 
set forth extracts of so much of the reports and other docu- 
ments in his office as may exhibit to the Senate the origin 
of the claimant’s demand, whether it was recommended to 
be confirmed by Congress or not; and, if reported upon ad- 
versely, the ground of objection to the claim. 


Messrs. JOHNSON and BARROW opposed | 





| the resolution, on the ground that the information | 
called for had been already reported, and com- | 


prised five volumes of the State Papers; that the | 
information could have no bearing on the bill to 
confirm certain Jand claims in Louisiana, now be- 
fore the Senate, which only proposed to have 
atents issue for claims already confirmed by | 
oards of commissioners who had authority to do | 


| 
} 
} 
| 


so or by Congress; that it would take the Depart- || 


ment several months to make out the report, 
which would prevent action on the bill this ses- 
sion; and that the report, if had, would cost an 


| enormous amount to be printed. 


Mr. HAYWOOD was aware that the informa- 


tion could be found among the land laws and |; 
reports printed in the form alluded to by the Sen- || 


| ators from Louisiana; what he wanted was to | 


and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, leave was | 


granted to take from the files the petition and 
papers of the heirs of Daniel Piatt. 


n motion of Mr. EVANS, leave was granted | 


to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 
of Gaetana Carusi. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which a resolution of inquiry upon 
the subject was referred, reported a bill to amend 
the act entitled ‘*An act to repeal the act entitled 
an act to provide for the collecting, safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public reve- 


poses; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Miles King or his 
assignees; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Mili- 

ry Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Mary 


ta 
A. P. Zantzinger, widow of Richard A. Zant-— 


zinger, formerly an officer in the Army of the 


have all these claims (those rejected, or other- | 
— in a condensed form, so that Senators could | 
see them ata glance, to enable them to vote un- 

derstandingly on the bill. 


He spoke at some | 
length on the importance and propriety of the | 
call. 

The resolution was, on the motion of Mr. | 
JOHNSON, laid on the table. 


TARIFF STATISTICS. 
Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following res- | 


oe which, under the rule, lies one day on | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
the ‘table: lj ‘ ; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
to communicate to the Senate the amount of revenue re- | 


ceived from the customs and public lands since the 13th 
day of September last, up to the Ist day of March instant ; 
and also the amount of exports and imports since the com- | 
mencement of the present fiscal year, discriminating be- 
tween the imports of dutiable goods. 


DISTRIBUTION ACT. | 
The bill from the House repealing the distri- 


_ bution clauses of the bill apne riating the pro- ||, Mr. HAMLIN moved to suspend the rules; 


ceeds of the sales of the pu 
Mr. JARNAGIN gave notice of his intention 


wished to be committed with the bill. 
BILLS PASSED. 


The bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act to |! 


establish branch mints,’’ and the bill for the re- 


lief of Ephraim Kerr, were read the third time, 


and passed. 


ited States; which d, and ordered toa | ; ? . 
— eats. the President of the United States to give notice 


second reading. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported back, without amendment, 
the bill for the relief of Caroline E. Clitherall, 
the widow of Dr. George C. Clitherall. 


COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES. 


Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That, in addition to the standing committees 
already appointed by the Senate, there shall be a committee 
of five appointed by the Chair, to be styled the Committee 
on Territories. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a communication from 
the three Delegates from the Territories, in the 
other House, urging the appointment of such a 
committee; which was read. 


DOCK-YARD AT MEMPHIS. 
Mr. BREESE submitted a paper (which was 


} 


| 
| 


} 
| 


i 
i] 


| 


THE OREGON QUESTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the || Legislature; and he believed it was the first timein 


resolution submitted by Mr. Semp xe, directing 


to the British Government for the termination of 


_| the provision of the treaty allowing the joint oc- 


cupancy of the Oregon territory. 
Mr. ARCHER said he had very great regret in 


|| not having been enabled ape, yesterday, 


the remarks which he was desirous to offer to the 
Senate, upon the subject now under its considera- 
tion. He should feel, after the painful attack of 
indisposition which prevented his proceeding yes- 


terday, as if he should certainly be disabled from | sucha purpose. He presumed that those gentle- 
doing so now, if it was not that the view which | men on that floor who did not arrogate to them- 
he had been led to take of the question undercon- | selves the peculiar title of Democrats would not 
sideration, (differing very essentially from those | shrink from the discussion of these topics. He 
‘| was aware that, in modern times, there had been 
bate,) would enable him to observe a brevity, | manifested by a large portion of the community 
| which, with their views, was not in their power 


taken by gentlemen on the other side in this de- 


to observe. In his opinion the great expansion 
to which this debate had run, had been owing | 


‘| entirely to the fact, that gentlemen who had en- | 





|| Temperance Society. 


lic lands, was read, | Ut the motion was negatived. 


; , n , and ordered to a second reading. 
nue,’’ and to provide for the punishment of em- | 


bezzlers of the public money, and for other pur- | to submit amendments to the bill; which he 


| the subject of the. memorial of the Democratic 






arch 14, 








| gaged in it, had imprudently entered into 


| cussions of questions collateral to the ane 2 de 
tion which now claimed the decision of thes” fae *™ 
'ate. The honorable Senator from Pennsylva,,, the) 
_[Mr. Bucnanan]} seemed to have himself — a 
ae of the justice of this remark, when he = 
| (Mr. B.] said, in the course of the observation, a 

which he offered to the Senate, that here, perha 2 a 
| he might be permitted to close. mm 


| Mr. MOREHEAD said if the Senator 


eens from e' 
| Virginia [Mr. Arcner] would allow hj © 

| would, on account of his [Mr. A.’s} pententen a 
of health, propose that this subject should pas * 
| over till to-morrow. He was satisfied, from the He 
| condition in which he [Mr. A.} seemed to bs 
| that it would be very much to his INcOnvenienc ‘it 
| to proceed with his remarks, and would find it * 
| well to do so to-morrow as to-day. He woul; ‘ 
| therefore, with his permission, move to PASS the ; 
| bill over informally. : 
| Mr. ARCHER remarked, that he was very 
| willing. He was laboring under great debility | 
| and he would cheerfully yield to the suggestion’ f 
| and —— the courtesy of the Senator from Kep. a 
/tucky, (Mr. Morenzap.| g 


The subject was then passed over informally 
| till to-morrow. 
| 


NAVY REGISTER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
| Senate a communication from the Navy Depart. 
| ment, transmitting printed copies of the Nay 
| Register for the year 1844; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 


FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 
On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the bil! to 


| grant a quantity of land for the improvement of 
‘the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect 
| the same by a canal in the Territory of Wiscon- 
| sin, was taken up, and recommitted to the Con- 


| mittee on Public Lands. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
} 


| On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate 
| then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
| business; and, after some time spent therein, 
| adjourned. 


Tuurspay, March 14, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read and 
approved, : 
Mr. CATLIN offered a resolution to grant the 
| use of the Hall this evening to the Congressionel 


| Objection being made to the reception of the 
| 


|| resolution, 


RHODE ISLAND MEMORIAL. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
| resolution reported by the special committee on 


' members of the Rhode Island Legislature. 

Mr. C. B. SMITH, who had the floor, ob- 
| served that he was at a loss to conceive what 
|| motive had prompted the introduction of this me- 
| morial to the House. This memorial was one of 
| a peculiar character, It purported to be a memo- 
rial of the Democratic members of the Rhode Island 


|| the history of this country that any body of men 
'| had ever presented a memorial and appealed to the 
\| pay prejudices of the majority of the legislative 
| body to which it was presented. Why should 
| these memorialists have presented themselves (0 
| the House as Democrats? It might be that, 10 
|| the examination of this question, a report might 
| be presented containing a great deal of inflam- 
|| matory matter, calculated to raise a great deal of 
|| political capital throughout the country. It might 
i oe been that the memorial was intended for 


a disposition to flatier the people, and to enlarge 
at great length on what they were pleased to term 
the natural rights of the people—the right of suf- 
frage, the right of self-government, and the right 
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to the dis. of the people to do what they pleased at all times | tleman from Indiana where he found the law, or || cape from the carnage of such rulers, sought shel- 


real ques 4 under all circumstances; and it might be that | any sort of law, which authorized a minority to ter behind the despotism of a military ruler. But 
f the Seo, a thought to acquire popularity by shouting || impose laws on the majority? who were the people? Who were the people in 
Sylvania borane to the majesty of the people. Now, ] Mr. C. B. SMITH replied that he wouldcome — Rhode Island? ‘They were told that the Dorr 
elf som, he was one of those who never subscribed to the | to that presently; he would not forget it. The constitution had been adopted by a majority of 
» When he doctrine of vor populi vor dei—that the voice of || minority had justas goodarighttorulethe major- the people of Rhode Island; but where was the 
3ervations the people is the voice of a god; and he was very 1 ity asthe majority to rulethe minority. Thetrue evidence of that? The history of the matter was, 
» Pethans, far from believing that the people could do no | doctrine was, that government must exist bythe | that meetings were held by certain people, and 
wrong. It was the maxim of kingly Govern- | consent of the governed. There were certain resolutions were adopted to change the form 
Or from ments that kings could do no wrong; and this natural rights which belong to man, and werein- of their government; some delegates were ap- 
him, by maxim, it would seem, had been transferred to | alienable; and these were the rights to life, liberty, pointed to a convention, and thus, without other 
SENt Stay the people by those who were descanting, on all || and the pursuit of happiness; but the right of uni- authority than of such a popular meeting, the 
Ould pasy occasions, On their virtue, ower, and intelligence. | versal suffrage, the right to hold office,&e., were had assumed to actas the people of Rhode Inland. 
from the He was as much disposed as any man to uphold | political rights, only existing at the will of the Their resolutions were of the character of those 
ed to be, the rights of the people; he believed they were || Government. re ; of the Mormons, or Latter-Day Saints, hereto- 
Veniencs jisposed to do right; but where, he would ask, | _ But to return to the position that the right of | fore referred to in this debate; in which the 
find it as sed been the time that the people had not been | the people to change their form of government | agreed that the earth was the Lord’s, and the full- 
& would, swayed by their passions, and when they had ‘| was derived from the God of nature. Let him | ness thereof; that the saints of the Lord were the 
PASS the not been led astray by artful and interested dem- || ask the gentleman if the God of nature ever rec- | rightful heirs to the earth and all it contained; 
gogues? He believed that our Government was | ognized the artificial lines which divided the State || and that they were the saints. He objected, then, 
WAS Very based on the only correct principle, that the peo- | of Rhode Island; if so, according to their doc- | to these things, as a substitution of anarchy for 
debility, ple are the source of political power, and that | trine, every county in the State would have the law; and he contended that a majority of the peo- 
SSestion, thete is an entire equality of political rights | right to institute a new government. Lethimask | ple could be a faction, and in such an opinion he 
rom Ker. among them. Further than this he would not | the gentleman if, in South Carolina, wherealarge | asserted that he was supported by Mr. Medienne 


£0. as | majority of the people are colored, if the doctrine | from whom he quoted to show the truth of his 
formally There had been some opinions advanced by || of the persecuted patriots of Rhode Island was assertion. 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Rarusuy] || correct, the people were to assemble for the pur- 


4s the ae a He then proceeded to illustiate the positions he 
who addressed the House a few days ago on this 


a of instituting anew government, would they | had assumed in various ways; and then said this 


efore the subject, and by his honorable colleague [Mr. e exercising a right which the God of nature subject had come into the House under the aus- 
r Depart. Kennepy] who addressed them yesterday, from || gave them? Now, when we talk about the peo- ices of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
he Nay which he must express his entire dissent. There || ple, we do not mean white people exclusively, for | {Mr. Burxe,] and he deemed it appropriate to 
rdered to were doctrines advanced by those gentlemen || negroes are people, as it is generally conceded || inquire how these natural rights were there en- 


which struck at the foundations of our Govern- || that they are human beings; and when a majority | joyed. He quoted largely to show that they were 
ment, and, indeed, of all social systems, and the || of the people meet together, have not the colored || there violated, and that aristocratic principles, and 


1} 

| 

i 

| 

\} 

| 

see, | . 
. principles they avowed would, if carried out, race (if they are in the majority) the same rights || property, and religious qualifications and tests, 

\| 


he bill to overturn the fair fabric of our liberties, which || derived from the God of nature to change their || were incorporated in the system of that State’s 
ement of had been cemented by the blood of our fathers. || form of government as the whites? | government, notwithstanding its vaunted Demoe- 

connect What were these principles? The gentleman But he would present another question. Sup- | racy. He also quoted from the debates in the 
Wiscon- from New York said that the people of Rhode || pose a majority of the people of the United States | convention of the State of New York to amend 
he Com. [sland had exercised only the right which the God || should, by meeting together in political meetings, | its constitution, to show what were the opinions 


of nature gave them; and that, in attempting to || dispense with the State governments, and abso- | of Mr. Van Buren (the chief of the party which 
construct and overturn the Government which | lutely destroy them: would they have the right | contended with Governor Dorr for natural rights) 
existed under the charter of King Charies I1., || todo that? Was there any gentleman there who 


¢ on the subject of the right of suffrage, and those 
> Senate “they exercised only the right which the God of || would contend that that was one of the rights of | natural rights of man. 
Xecutive nature gave them.’’ His honorable colleague || the people? But further: did the people of this | Here was pure Democracy, the Democrecy of 


therein, [Mr. en said yesterday that *‘ he regarded || ten miles square enjoy these natural rights? and | Mr. Van Buren himself, the leader of the great 
the right of suffrage as a natural right.”” Now, if not, why not? Was it because they were or- || Democratic party of the United States. This 
if the right of suffrage wasa natural right—if the | ganized under a peculiar form of government, || great Democratic champion, however, had been _ 

ES. God of nature had conferred the rights of suffrage | that they were debarred the participationin these | twice repudiated by the people; and no argument 
onthe whites—where did the gentleman find any- | natural rights? And he would ask, ifa majority | had been more pewerted Sa leading to this résult 


thing in the law of nature and the law of God, || of the people of the District of Columbia should || than the odious and aristocratic sentiments avowed 

















read and withholding that right from the negroes? If by || meet together, and resolve that the legislation of | by him in the New York convention. 

the law of nature and the law of God, the people || Congress was too oppressive, would they have || Mr. KENNEDY, of Indiana, inquired if the 
rant the of one portion of the country can overturn their || the right to throw off that government under || gentleman had not himself advocated the same 
essional Government, and adopt a new one, where did the || which they now live? Such a doctrine, he was || doctrines? 

gentleman find the authority to exclude from po- || satisfied, was too bold and fanatical to be re- | Mr.C.B. SMITH replied that he had never ad- 
} of the litical rights the negroes of South Carolina and || ceived; and yet these people must have the same | vocatedany such doctrine. The doctrine which he 

Virginia? If these were natural rights, he asked || natural rights as the illustrious, persecuted, Dorr- || had advocated was, that every white male citizen 
@ rules; where the gentleman found the doctrine that they 1 ite patriots of Rhode Island. If the Dorrite doc- || of the proper age, and who had resided fora year 

only commenced when the subject was twenty- || trines were true, the people of the District of Co- || within the State, should be allowed to vote. He 

one years of age? Why should not these rights | lumbia were a persecuted people, for they were || did not ask whether a man was able to pay taxes, 

f th commence when he was twenty, oreighteen years || already deprived of the right of suffrage; and || or whether he wasa householder; all that he asked 
Fraleped ofage? Where did the pene! tt find the au- || Congress might rule over them with a rod of iron || was that he should be one of nature’s noblemen 
atte on thority which denied to females, the fairest por- | without responsibility to them, for they could not || —a freeman. These were the doctrines he had 
om tion of God’s creation, the exercise of these rights? || resist the oppression at the ballot-boxes. Where, | advocated in relation to this subject. 
ugar Nature never intended to confer on man natural || then was the limit to the exercise of this natural | Mr. S. quoted other passages of Mr. Van Bu- 
tata , ; rights which she did not confer on that portion || right? | ren’s speeches, to show that he was opposed toa 
hie * of the creation which we are all bound to regard He was aware that much prejudice existed || liberal extension of the right of suffrage. He then 
eg with reverence and respect. If he understood the || against the charter of Rhode Tsland, because it || adverted to the remarks of the gentleman from 
rane position which the constituents of these Demo- | was derived from King Charles II. It wasa good ‘| New York, (Mr. Rarusun,] on a former day, in 
 Telend cratic members of the Rhode Island Legislature || theme for declamation; and much horror might | relation to Governor Dorr. ‘The gentleman had 
se assumed, it was that the people had the right at || be expressed on the stump of everything that sa- || said that Mr. Dorr was very much afflicted by 
ee any time to assemble together and change their || vored of sovereign and kingly authority; this || being incarcerated, and covered with vermin, 
phy form of Government. This was a doctrine from || was a good American topic for a stump speech; || Mr. RATHBUN interposed to explain. He 
ialativ which he dissented in toto. || but when they were arguing questions a vr || had said it was impossible for him to avoi@ this 
aa Ald As some allusion had been made to the Decla- | the perpetuity of our institutions, they should || consequence in the place where he was confined, 
' a ration of Independence, he would say that he was || appeal to reason, and not to prejudice or passion. | and not from any fault of his own. 
sa in not disposed to regard it as a mere abstraction; | He then went on to show that the charter of || ‘The morning hour having expired, 
pa e but that he regarded it as a declaration of funda- || Rhode Island was first proposed in Rhode Island || Messrs. CAUSIN and McCLERNAND sim- 
; —. mental truths that would last as long as civiliza- || by its citizens; that it was then sent to England | ultaneously rose, and the Speaker gave the fidor 
de lof tion existed. [Here Mr. S. read some extracts || for approval, and was afterwards submitted to ] to the latter, remarking to the gentleman from 
ee ht from that instrument, which the reporter had not || the people of Rhode Island, and by them sanc- || Maryland, that he had already addressed the 
hed = at hand eee) These Democratic members tioned, approved, and adopted; and it could only || House upon this question. 
aa. of the Rhode Island Legislature had made an im- || be subverted and overturned in a legal and con- Mr.CAUSIN said he wished to offer an amend- 

=. portant discovery; and, in doing so, had mani- || stitutional manner. But onthe subject now under | ment, and inquired if it would not be in order for 
Sa ot fested a degree of intelligence very superior to || discussion, history afforded some instructive ex- | him to do so? P 
“gs 7 that of the sages of the Revolution. ‘They had || amples. They had only to turn tothe history of the Mr. McCLERNAND. If Iam entitled to the 
Aico discovered that a majority of the people had the || French revolution for instruction and admonition. floor, the gentleman from Maryland is not. 
punity right to change their form of governmentat their || Why, Robespierre,when he drenched France with | Mr.CAUSIN. Jam making an inquiry of the 
alan will and pleasure. Now, he would ask them, || blood, was but contending for the same doctrines | Speaker; I recognize no Speaker but one. 
iin where did they find, in the law of nature, and of || as were advocated by Dorr and others in Rhode || Mr.McCLERNAND. I do not recognize you 
of suf- nature’s God, an authority for the majority to || Island; and Marat and others, when they shocked || as Speaker. 


saat govern the minority? the moral sense of the world, proclaimed but the After some further conversation upon the point 
8 Mr. RATHBUN Wished to inquire of the gen- '' same rights of the people—a people who, to es- || of order, 
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The SPEAKER decided that the gentleman 
from Maryland could not now offer his amend- | 
ment. | 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mr. McKAY called for the orders of the day; 
before proceeding to which, the following ex- 
ecutive communications were laid before the 
House: 

A letter from the Secretary of the Navy ad in- | 
terim, notifying that he had transmitted therewith | 
two hundred and fifty copies of the Navy Regis- 
ter for 1844, for the use of the members of the 
House of Representatives; which was laid on the 
table. 

A letter from the Clerk of the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, in answer to the resolution of the 
House as to why the printing of the report of the | 
Commissioner of the General Land Office is de- | 
layed; which was laid on the table. 


PUBLIC REVENUE. 





Mr. HARDIN moved that the rules be sus- | dets now in service should be disbanded and dis- || 


pended, in order to allow him to introduce the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to inform this House, at the earliest practicable day, what 
amount of revenue has been collected during the present 
fiscal year, up tothe lst day of March, 1844, distinguishing be- 
tween the amounts which have been collected from the sales 
of public lands and from duties on foreign imports ; and that 
he also inform this House what amount of revenue he esti- 
mates will be collected during the remaining portion of the 
present fiscal year. 


Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- | 
manded, and ordered; and, being taken, resulted | 
—yeas 81, nays 89; as follows: 

YVEAS—Meesrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, 
Barringer, Bidlack, Edward J. Biack, Brodhead, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Car- 
roll, Causin, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Colla- 
mer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Fish, Foot, French, Giddings, Willis Green, Grinnell, Gri- 





der, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Hughes, Washington Hunt, || 


Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, An- 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Dan- 
jel P. King, McClelland, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Newton, Patterson, Pey- | 
ton, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rayner, Relte, 
Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Sev- 
erance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Andrew 
Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
Vinton, Wethered, White, Winthrop, and William Wright 
76 


iid. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, James Black, Blackwell, Bow- 
er, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, William J. Brown, 
Burke,Caldwel!, Campbell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Clin- 
ton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, | 
Elmer, Ficklin, Foster, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Ham- 
mett, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, An- 
drew Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lyon, McCauslen, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Moore, 
Owen, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, Rath- 
bun, David 8S. Reid, Reding, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, 
Russell, St. John, Saunders, Thomas Hi. Seymour, Simpson, 
John T. Smith Robert Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, 
Stetson, Stiles, Stone, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yosi—93. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill providing | 
for the current expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment, was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. , 


| 


BILL INTRODUCED. 











Mr. McKAY then moved that the House re- || 


solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Me. KENNEDY, of Maryland, desired per- 
mission to introduce a bill, of which he had pre- 
viously given notice. 

Mr. McKAY observed, that he had proposed 


| 
| 


_ the buildings at West Point to those professors, 
| together with the use of the library, and 
| sophical apparatus now there; an 
| provide arms, ammunition, &c. 

tioned this plan to several members, and had | 


last evening that reports should be received from || 


committees, which would have given the gentle- 


man an opportunity to introduce his bill; and he || 


believed the gentleman had voted against the prop- 
osition. He would, however, offer no objection 
to the introduction of the bill at this time, pro- 
vided it would lead to no debate, 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, then, by unan- 
imous consent, introduced a bill to alter the mode | 


| of Indiana, had offered an amendment, in the form’ 


| of War, in teaching regular military discipline 


| of professors for the institution—the appoint- 
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The SPEAKER then put the question, first, on 
the motion of reference to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on tlie motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Dromcoo te, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1845. 

The state of the question was this: Mr. Hate 
had offered a substitute for the whole bill, pro- 
viding ‘* thatall acts now in force authorizing the 
enlistment or employment of cadets in the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, after the 30th day 
of June next, be repealed; and that all such ca- | 


missed from and after that day.’’ And Mr. Davis, 
of a proviso, that the sum heretofore annually 


expended in support of the Military Academy 
be expended under the direction of the Secretary 





to the volunteer citizen-soldiery of the several | 
States. 

Mr. HAMMETT asked if it would be in order 
to move to postpone the bill fora few days? If 
so, he would make that motion, and assign his 

| 


reasons for it. 
The CHAIRMAN said that it would not be in 
order, but that the bill could be laid aside by gen- 


| eral consent. 


Mr. HAMMETT observed that, if agreeable 
to the committee, he would state the reasons why 
he wished to lay aside the bill for a short time. | 


| He thought it must be known to every member 


of the House that there was, in all parts of the 
country, a strong and growing prejudice against 
the West Point Academy; and that the institu- 
tion was becoming more and more unpopular 
every day, inevery section of theland. He be- 
lieved that it could not exist much longer as now 


| organized, and that therefore, its friends, as well 


as those opposed to it, would see the propriety 
of adopting a different principle in regard to it. 
The grounds of the objections to this institution 
were, in the first place, that it required a very 
large expenditure of money; and, in the next 
place, the small amount of benefit derived from 
it, especially in times of danger. He would, with 
the permission of the House, give the outlines of 
a plan that he would propose for the reorganiza- 
tion of the West Point Academy, and he be- 
lieved that that plan, or something like it, would 
meet with the approbation of gentlemen on both 
sides. His proposition was, that the Govern- 
ment should employ and pay a sufficient number 


ments to be made by the Secretary of War; that 
the school be thrown open to the whole country, 
and that those who e hil to give their sons a 
military education, should have liberty to send 
them there, the students paying their own board 
and tuition fees; but as the professors would be 
- by the Government, these tuition fees would 

e proportionably low. He would propose fur- 
ther, that the Government should give the use of 


hilo- 
should also 
He had men- | 


thought of preparing a bill to carry it out; but 





|| fearing that it might not be acceptable, he had 


adopted this method of offering it, by way of a 


| suggestion to the committee, asa test of the sense 


| of the members in regard to it. 
_ proved acceptable, the 


of measurement of the tonnage of ships and ves- || 


sels employed in the merchant service of the | 
United States; which was read twice. 
Mr. K. moved that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
Mr.*"McKAY moved to refer it to the eine 
mittee on Commerce. 


If the plan 
ill would be delayed for 
a few days, in order to enable him to present it 
in a proper shape tothe House; but if otherwise, 
the committee would show their disapprobation 
of it, by proceeding with the bill under consider- 
ation. e would add, before he took his seat, 
that one of the members of the Retrenchment 
Committee had prepared a bill proposing ver 
materiel changes in the institution; but that bill 
did not meet his approbation. 

Mr. FISH observed that he would not consider 





|| (Mr. Seymour,] thatit would be an amelioration 


|| Mr. McK. here gave, from the documents, the 





RO 
a postponement of the Vill as a test of the»... 
of the House in regard to the plan of the o.,." 
man from Mississippi. However that might kr 
the question was now on making &ppropriat; se 
for the support of the academy, and not ype 
forming it. ai 
Mr. McKAY hoped his friend from Mias; 

sippi would not now press his proposition. uA 
let the bill making appropriations for the sy, 7 
of the academy take its course. He was veer 
and always had been, in favor of a very mater, 
alteration in the organization of this institution, 
He did not think that the Government shoul 
educate more young men than were necessary . 
| fill the annual vacancies in the Army. It was by. 

yond dispute, that the number now educated Was 
more than the average annual vacancies jn t), 
Army required; and hence the number of Super. 
numerary second lieutenants; which he believe 
was now something like seventy, and would {x 
probably thirty more the next year. This, hoy. 
ever, did not present the true state of the question 
Ina sngie pesr,[e consequence of an order issye 
from the War Department, that all the officers 
who were in the civil service of the railroad ang 
canal companies, &c., should join their respectiy, 
regiments, there were upwards of one hundred 
resignations, Now, if these resignations had not 
taken place, the Army would have been oyor. 
loaded with supernumerary second lieutenants, 
He was for reducing the number of cadets, but a: 
| the same time aula make a provision by which 
| parents and guardians should have the privilege 
| of sending their sons and wards there to be edy. 
cated at their own expense. This was the sys. 
tem adopted in Great Britain; and it appeared, by 
a document he had in his hand, that there were 
three hundred and twenty gentlemen cadets and 
fifteen officers educated at the English military 
| academy, at a much less expense than it required 
to educate two hundred and twenty cadets at 
West Point. Heagreed with much of what had 
been said by the gentleman from Connecticut, 


| of our military service to open the door of pro- 
| motion to meritorious non-commissioned officersy 
| and privates. Under the present system, no man 
who was a non-commissioned officer or private, 
however meritorious, had the least chance of pro- 
motion. It was true that there were instances of 
such men getting commissions, but they were 
very rare; and the consequence was, that the 
ae of the Army were. filled with some of the 
worst men in the country, and desertions had 
prevailed to an enormous extent. 





number of annual desertions, from the year 1830 
to 1836, showing an average of one thousand. He 
| would not now, however, enlarge on this subject, 
, but would reserve his remarks till the bill for re- 
| organizing the academy, which he understood 
was to be reported by the Military Committee, 
should come in. He wished to make one remark 
before concluding. It could not, he penponte™ 
| the object of the gentleman from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Hate] to abolish the academy at once. He 
_ thought that the young men who were now there 
should be retained till their educations were com- 
pleted. And again: what was to become of the 
buildings? and what was to become of the pro- 
'fessors? If a majority of the House was disposed 
to abolish the institution, he submitted to gentle- 
men whether it would not be better to do it grad- 
ually. Let the young men there complete their 
educations. Let the appropriations be made for 
| the support of the academy for the present year; 
| and, as was well remarked by the gentleman from 
|New York, if any important reduction should 
| take place, the money would not be drawn from 
| the Treasury. 
| While up, he would further remark that there 
was an appropriation in the bill of $15,000 for 
the building of barracks, which he did not believe 
would be wanted for the present year, as no plan 
had yet been adopted for their construction; an 
he would, therefore, when the bill came into the 





House, move to strike it out. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON observed that there was n0 
certainty that the bill to be reported by the Mili- 
tary Committee, which the gentleman referred to, 
would be reached this session; and he was there- 
fore for effecting a reform, now that the subject 
was before them. He would, therefore, suggest 
to the gentleman from New Hampshire to with- 
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jraw his amendment, and submit another, to the | 


following effect: ; a | 
That no money appropriated in this bill, or hereafter to | 
appropriated, shall be applied to the payment of any 
vedet hereafter to be appointed ; and the terms of service | 
those who have warrants now In the academy shall be | 
peld to cease from and after four years from the time of | 
their respective appointments. a 
The limitation of this appropriation now would | 
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made, declaring that this odious, detestable, and || mand our Army was as necessary as the educa- 
aristocratic institution shall be brought to a close. || tion of persons desighed for other professions. 
If it did not cost this Government a single dollar, || He defended the institution generally, and highly 
he would still be unwilling that it should be kept | extolled the characters of the graduating cadets. 
up. He was not willing that the door of promo- | Mr. HOLMES hoped the ruthless amendment 
tion should be shut against the honest and de- | of the gentleman from New Hampshire would 
serving soldier, and that a few dandies and band- || not be adopted; and proceeded to show the ad- 
box heroes, educated at that institution, should | 


enjoy the monopoly of all the offices. 

Mr. F. adverted to the er ratmaneage of the 
Army. It was filled up by foreigners. Native 
Americans, to whom they should naturally look 
as the defenders of the country, were deterred 
from entering it. [It would be well, he thought, | 
to have a committee of investigation, that the se- | 


crets of the prison-house might be disclosed, and | 
1] 


ut an end to the academy, unless the House | 
would act on Rees which would be 
hereafter made. He was satisfied it ought to be 
abolished, and he would at once abolish it, but 
for the remarks of his friend from North Caroli- 
na; he therefore hoped his friend from New 
Hampshire would adopt the suggestions which 
had been made. ; : 3 ’ 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, said all the invective 
which had been delivered before the House for 
the last few days against this institution passed | 
him just as similar invectives against the Navy, | 
with which they had been favored, particularly 
during this session, passed him. He looked upon 
them as a mere expenditure of threats, made, he 
presumed, for home consumption, in particular 
arts of the country. Nothing had been pro- 
duced there to induce him to vote for the abolish- 
ing of this institution, which had heretofore been | 


its abuses brought to light. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, inquired whether || 
there Was more than one amendment pending, as | 
he was desirous of offering one? H 

The pending amendment was reported by the || 
Clerk, being the amendment offered by Mr. 
Hate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, observed that what 
he intended to say should be very brief. If there 
were abuses, let them be remedied. He was for 
reformation, not for desolation. He considered 
deemed absolutely necessary to the efficiency of this a most important institution, as far as na- 
theArmy. If the chairman of the Military Com- | tional defense was concerned. He believed there 
mittee should advise that there were too many || was no nation of Europe which did not possess 
cadets at this institution for the benefit of the | an institution of this kind; and if such institu- | 
country and the necessities of the Army, he should | tions were necessary in Europe, they were more 
be prepared to vote for reasonable reductions; but || so in this country. If it were desirable to cherish | 
they were told that they must abolish the insti- 
tution, by way of reforming it; and for this he 
was not prepared. Of this character were the 
propositions to reform the state of the Army at 





emy for education was indispensable. Mr. D. | 
took occasion to speak of the services performed | 
by Lieutenant Hanson, of this city, in terms of | 
the last Congress; but after going with the gen- | high commendation. 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. C. Jounson] for a Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, said he desired to | 
pro rata reduction of the Army, when they got to || offer an amendment protective of the bill, before 
the second regiment of dragoons, a proposition | the amendment of the gentleman from New | 
was made to abolishit. This was reforming with | Hampshire, which was destructive of the bill, | 
a vengeance, and he should not vote for such || was voted upon. 
“reforms.” ‘* Retrenchment,” ‘* reductions,” | 
and ‘‘reform,’’ were words which were very | 
much prostituted in this country. 
He proceeded to contend that the Military | 
Academy was necessary to the efficiency of the | 


Strike out all after “ all,”? andinsert: ‘‘cadets graduated | 
at West Point Military Academy shall, if required, serve in | 
their proper grade as officers in the Army of the United | 
States, at least, for and during the term of ten years after | 
y . their respective graduations, unless permitted by the Pres- 
Army; and while he was ready to correct 1t8 || ident of the United States to be temporarily absent from 
abuses, he was not willing to vote for its destruc- || such service; and that any and every cadet, within the 


| 

tion; nor was he willing so to ‘‘ reform’? it as to tl terms of their enactments, who shall contravene the same, | 
| 
| 


make it the resort of * gentlemen cadets” alone, || Sal! be deemed and held to be a deserter.” 
to the exclusion of the sons of the poor, though 


deserving. .|| ment was almost precisely similar to the law, as 
Mr. HARALSON (the chairman of the Mil-’| it now stands. 
| 


itary Committee) intimated that the committee | Mr. HALE said that the amendment of the 
would propose some reduction in the number of || gentleman from Georgia would seem to imply 
cadets; and when that proposition came before || that there were not officers enough; whereas the | 
the House, these amendments could be appropri- || truth was there were more than enough. The | 
ately offered. The proposition would be made || difficulty was, there were already toomany. The 
to reduce the number of the cadets to the wants || Army 
ofthe Army. But this appropriation should now 
be made; and if, by any reductions hereafter | 
made, it should be found more than adequate to | 
the wants of the institution, the balance would | 
remain in the Treasury, and would not be lost to 
the country. He explained the circumstances | 
under which, in 1836, some persons educated as | 
cadets at West Point became civil engineers, and 
accepted employment of projected lines of rail- 
road; and asserted that no class of our country- 
men were more ready to oe! | the call of their 
country in any exigency which might arise. 

Mr. FICKLIN was not satisfied with the rea- 
sons which had been given for a perpetuation of 
this institution, and contended that it was a cor- 
rupt and rotten institution, which should be re- 
formed at once; and for that reason he hoped the 
House would withhold this appropriation. 

He had listened to the apology or excuse ren- 
dered by the chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, for the cadets who resigned in 1836. 
And what was that excuse? Why, forsooth, 
though they had been educated at the Govern- 
ment expense, yet, because they could get better 
pay by embarking in other pursuits, they deserted 
the service of the country which had educated 
them and prepared them for their service. He 
did not intend to detain the committee at present, | 
but he must be permitted to say to those who. 
were in favor of winding up the concern, that they || Washington down to this day. He deprecated 
ought not to vote an appropriation of a single dol- || the course of ultraism, by which, he was of opin- 
lar to that institution, unless the bill contained a || ion, nothing could be gained for the country; and 
provision, in language as emphatic as it could be || contended that the education of officers to com- 


egister showed a list already of seventy | 


upon us every year. The gentleman from New 
ork had made a most unhappy illustration of 
the necessity for educating eolets for the Aner 
by comparing them with the midshipmen in the 

avy. What was the service rendered by mid- 
shipmen on board our national vessels? Abso- 
lutely none. They were of no sort of use; and 
precisely so was it with these cadets. Mr. H. 
went on to argue that the pay of the officers of 
the Army was too high, and instanced that df a 
major general being between $7,000 and $8,000 a 
year. He also spoke of the allowance of near 
$200 a year to each of these supernumerary sec- 
ond lieutenants for servants; which he considered 
out of place in a democratic republican Govern- 
ment. He supposed this allowance of $200 a 
year for servants was for them to hand superflu- 
ities to these supernumeraries. He denied that 
General Washington ever recommended a military 
academy like the present institution; and if he 
had done so, he would, instead of proclaiming it, 
have endeavored to shield his great name from 
such a reproach. 

Mr. McCLELLAND addressed the committee 
in favor of the Military Academy, contending for 
its usefulness; and urged, as an argument in its 
favor, that it had been recommended by every 
President of the United States, from General 














|| educated there. 


The amendment was read, as follows: | 


Mr. HARALSON observed that the amend- |! 


supernumeraries; and more were being turned out || 


vantages of educating even supernumerary officers 


| for our Army, as, with their aid, in three months, 


with as many raw recruits as we had now disei- 
plined troops, our Army might be doubled, and 
be efficient for the purposes of national defense. 
When Great Britain found that we had no Army, 
she heaped upon us insult after insult, until we 
were driven into a war, all unprepared as we were. 
And did gentlemen imagine that there was now 
no danger of war lowering upon us from the north- 
west? Americans were the prompest people in 
the world to take measures for war whenever a 
territory was disputed, let the British lion growl 
as he might; but they were sadly remiss in the 
matter of preparation. He deprecated the feeling 


| of hostility which seemed to exist towards the 


Military Academy at West Point, the benefits and 
advantages of which he proceeded to set forth at 
some length. 

Mr. WELLER replied to the speech of the 
gentleman from South Carolina. The gentleman 
had expressed alarm lest this institution, which 
had been sustained by the power and patronage 
of the Government, was now to be destroyed by 
the wild spirit of Democracy, as the gentleman 
was pleased to say; which amounted to neither 


a military spirit in this country, a proper acad- || more nor less than that it was to be abolished by 


the same power which created it—viz: the will of 
|amajority. Mr. W.drew acomparison between 
| the services rendered by those who had been 
educated at West Point, and those who had 
| served as officers in the Army, not having been 
He referred, in particular, to the 
services of General Dodge, of Wisconsin. 
The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
WELLER and WINTHROP; when 
Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, having withdrawn 
his amendment, 


| Mr. C. JOHNSON offered, as an amendment 


| to the pending amendment, the proposition sug- 
| gested by him to Mr. Hate, as follows: 


|| ‘That no money appropriated in this bill, or hereafter to 


| be appropriated, shail be applied to the payment of uny cadet 
hereatter to be appointed ; and the terms of service of those 

| who have warrants, now in the academy, shall be held to 
| cease from and after four years from the time of their re- 
spective appointments. 
| And after some further remarks from Messrs. 
| SCHENCK and JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, 

Mr. STEENROD moved that the committee 
rise. 

And upon this motion tellers were ordered, who 
reported—ayes 85, noes 50. 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON offered the following reso- 
| lution: 

Resolved, That all debate on House bill (No. 30) “making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1845,’ shail 
cease in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
within five minutes after the House shall resolve itself into 
a committee; and that the House will immediately resoive 
itself into said committee, and the committee shali then 
proceed to vote on all amendments pending, or that may 
be offered to said bill; and then report the same to the 
House, with such amendments as may lave been agreed to 
by the committee, unless the same be sooner disposed of. 


Mr. GIDDINGS moved that the House ad- 

| journ. 

And upon the question of adjournment tellers 
were appointed ; but before the votes were counted, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON demanded the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted—yeas 82, nays 66. 

So the House adjourned. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 








The following petitions, presented to-day, were handel 
to the reporters by the members presenting them : 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of one hundred 
citizens of Union Grove, Whitesides county, for a mail- 
route from Chicago to Albany, via Babcock’s Grove, St. 
| Charles, Sycamore, Coltonville, and Grand Detour; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 
| Also, the petition of one hundred citizens of Wayne 








county, Ohio, for extending the provisions of the ordinance 
| of 1787, relating to the Northwest territory, over Oregon ; 
| which was referred to tife Committee on Military Affairs. 
By Mr. OWEN : The memorial of Wesley De Bruice 
| and upwards of seven hundred nthers, of Orange, Dubois, 
Warwick, and Gibson counties, Indiana, praying # grant of 
land for the extension of the Wabash and Erie canal, from 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to Evansville, on the Ohio. 











Also, the memorial of C. C. Graham and three hundred 


and eighteen others; of John J~Nealy, and one hundred | 


and seventeen others ; of Louis C. Smith and twenty-three 
others; of Isane Montgomery and nine others; of R. Ed- 
mundson and seventy-three others; and of D. W. Breese 
and thirty-seven others ; for the same object. 

By Mr. DODGE, of lowa: A memorial from the Council 
and House of Representatives of the Territory of Lowa, rep- 
resenting that the public archives of that Territory have 
heretofore been kept at the city of Burlington, (where the 
Governor and Secretary have resided,) a distance of seventy 
or eighty miles from the capital of said Territory, which the 
memorialists regard as a public grievance, and therefore 
ask Congress to pass a law requiring the said Governor and 
Sccretary of lowa Territory to keep their offices at the cap- 
ital of said Territory, and to keep the public archives there- 
in; which, together with a letter from Governor Chambers 
remonstrating against the expediency of granting the prayer 
of the memorialists, was referred to the Committee on Ter- 
ritories. 

Also, another from the same body, representing that the 
Territory of fowa has a penitentiary partly finished ; that a 
Jarge portion of the land in said Territory is owned by the 
United States, and not taxable; hence arises the impossi- 
bility of raising a sufficient revenue to finish said peniten- 
tiary ; and praying Congress to make, at its present session, 
an appropriation of seventy two sections of land, to be se- 
lected by a commissioner appointed by the Governor of said 
Territory, for the completion of said penitentiary; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Also, another from the same body, representing that they | 


are strongly impressed with the opinion that the system of 


trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, as at present || 
established by the existing laws of the United States, is | 


radically defective, unjust, and ruinous to the Indians, and 
practically subversive of the just and necessary control and 
influence of the Government over them; and urging upon 
Congress an abandonment of the practice of licensing traders 
to go among them; and that the Government take into its 
own hands means so potent as those possessed by the traders 
under the present system of conciliating and controlling the 
Indians; which, together with a letter from Governor Cham- 
bers, expressing his decided concurrence in the views ex- 
pressed by the Legislature, was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

By WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of Johnson —— 
and sixty-six others, citizens of the county of Vigo, In- 
diana, asking for the vacant lands in the Vincennes land 
district, Indiana, for the purpose of continuing the Wabash 
and Erie canal from Terre Haute to Evansville, Indiana; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, additional papers in the claim of James McArray, 
for compensation for work and labor done on the national 
road; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. HAYS: ‘Two petitions from Crawford and Mer- 
cer counties, Western Feansvieemsa, for an extension of 


the national road from Laurel Hill to the harbor of Presque || 


Isle, on Lake Erie; which were referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 


By Mr. BIDLACK: Three petitions of similar tenor, | 


| 


| 


| 


from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for an alteration in | 


the law in relation to coasting licenses upon coal boats. || 


Also, a petition from Benjamin F. Wesley, an invalid. 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of William | 


Root and sixty-three others, citizens of Washington coun- 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, March 15, 1844. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


| Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 


partment, transmitting, in compliance with the 


\| third section of the act of Congress of March, 


says made of foreign gold and silver coin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and, 


, on the motion of Mr. Huntineton, ordered to be 


printed. 
Also, a copy of a report made to the House of 
Representatives on the 18th December last, upon 


| the subject of the act of Congress of 30th August, 


tion of the Senate of the 28th ultimo, requiring | 





| 


| 


1842, entitled “* An act for the relief of the legal || 


representatives of William D. Cheever; which, 
on motion of Mr, Woopsury, was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. : 
Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 


the Secretary of War to report to the Senate a 
copy of the report made to the Indian depart- 
ment by G. M. Butler, agent of the United 


|| States for the Cherokee tribe of Indians, and | 


a report from Mr. Crawford, the Commissioner || committed to its completion and to its extension 


of Indian Affairs; which, on motion of Mr. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
; 
j 


| 
| 


PuE.ps, was referred to the Committee on Indian | 


Affairs. 


Also, acommunication from the War Depart- 
_ ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- | 
_tion of the Senate of the 15th instant, a report 


from the United States mineral agent at Lake Su- 
pease which was referred to the Committee on 
oads and Canals. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the county of Wayne, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to extend the protection of the laws of the 
United States over the Oregon territory; which 
was ordered to lie on the table, a bill for that pur- 
pose having been reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BREESE introduced the memorial of 
William S. Wait, and five hundred other citizens 


| of the county of Bond, Illinois, praying for ade- 


quate appropriations for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Mississippi river, and the 
lakes, and for the continuation of the Cumber- 
land road. 


j 





eee crete realtime ete ere ee 
| be placed upon the power vested in Co 


|| nitude of these interests, be ind 
1843, a report of the officers of the mints, of as- || . nGuced to mak 





March 15, 


Ngress to 


| regulate commerce with foreign nations and 


among the several States, when the attention j, 
directed westward, that has for years been lac 4 
| upon it when turned in another direction, e fel 
, assured that Congress would, in view of the aa 


3 
e ade. 
them; 


| quate appropriations to protect and advance 
_and while many millions are asked and obtained 
for the protection of our commerce upon the seas 

not more than one million will be required fo, 
that of our great rivers and lakes. 

Mr. B. said it was well known that the com. 
| merce of the lakes had increased most surpris- 
| ingly in a few years; and on one of them (Lake 


| Michigan) there was but a single harbor—tha 
of Chicago; and that not in a secure state, Tho 
growth of that place, from a hamlet in 1832 to 8 
city now of near nine thousand inhabitants, and 
with a tonnage of ‘one hundred and seventeen 
thousand tons, may be cited as an instance of the 
advancement of the West generally, and presents 
a strong claim to our favorable regard. 
In regard to the Cumberland road, which jg 
another national work presented in the memorial 
it had always been understood that the nation was 








to the capital of Missouri; and ere long he hoped 
it would be engaged in completing it to the Co. 
lumbia valley. Seven States, through which itis 
projected, and in some of them completed, are 
deeply solicitous on this subject, and could justly 
reproach the Government with delaying action 
upon it. The compact with the States, under 
which this road was commenced, has been of in- 
mense advantage to the United States, as it has 
been the inducement to thousands to purchase 
Government land and settle upon it. Great num- 
bers have been allured, by this supposed pledge 
| of the Government to make this road, to embark 
| their all in lands upon the route, trusting to that 
| work to make them valuable, and by which we 
| have been enabled to sell large tracts which would 
| otherwise be at this moment a part of the public 
| domain. Besides all, in virtue of this compact, 
| 





the new States agreed not to tax the lands of the 
Government, by which they have been deprived 
| of, in mere revenues, more than sufficient to have 
| completed the road according to the original de- 
| sign. In addition to this, no complaint should be 
| indulged towards the new States for asking the 


|| Mr. B., on presenting the memorial, remarked || Government to carry on this work, when it is 
that, some weeks since, he presented the memo- || considered that it is or was the owner of the 

_ rial of one of the most intelligent citizens of the | largest part of the land in the States with which 
4 : State he represents, on the subject of the improve-~- | the compact was made. It was good policy, as 
By Mr. a. ee eee French 7 Netate, || ment of the navigation of the Mississippi river, || an inducement to purchasers of land, to make the 
keener Saal pace tie Feat” Rossin’ counter, ath | by removing the snags and other obstructions in || compact; and it is but just to the States that it 
Mount Holly, Wyoming, Toulon, the seat of justice of || it, Which was referred to the Committee on Com- || should be carried out. Unlike the old States, they 
Stark county, Wethersfield, Gennessee, Sharon, Crandell’s || merce. On that occasion, he adverted to some || own noneof the public domain withinthem. They 
Ferry, os eat = ees facts for the consideration of the Senate and the || have had no fund, such as their elder sisters have 
Which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office || COUntry, showing the pressing necessity for the || enjoyed, by which to project and carry on works 
and Post Roads. immediate action of Congress in the matter, and || of this description. If they had, no such com- 
the claims the West had to adequate appropria- 


ty, Ohio, praying for the establishmentof a mail route from | 
Litte Hockhocking to Plymouth, in said county; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


4 
& 








Also, the petition of Joseph Kellogg and twenty-five 
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others, citizens of Ugie county, in the State of Illinois, 


osses in the Black Hawk war; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 
By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of Thomas Duncan 


and ninety-two others, citizens of Shelby county, Illinois, | 


asking an appropriation for the improvement of the Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries. 


Also, the memorial of H. H. Hunt and one hundred and | 


seventy-six others, citizens of Clark county, Hlinois, ask- 
ing An appropriation for the continuation of the Cumberland 
roud. 





Wasuinoton, March 13, 1844. 


before the Committee of the Whole, on the Military Acad- 
emy bill, the following language is ascribed to me: 
“ He (Mr. Seymour) saw no necessity of having compa- 


nies of sixty to one hundred men to garrison the forts on the | 


Atlantic sea-board. He was willing that the posts on the 
great highway to the Oregon should have men to garrison 


them, but he wanted no army on the Atlantic sea-board.” | 


Though such in part, might have been my language, it || 


does not place me in the true position I had assumed. I 
was contending for a reduction of the Army to at least one 


half of its present numbers, which would then, as I claimed, | 


leave a sufficient force for the peace establishment. The 
reduction, I urged, might be made at the forts on the Atlan- 
tic sea- board, some of which were crowded to excess, giv- 
ing four hundred as the greatest number of men at a station, 


instead of one hundred, as reported. But I never meant to | 


say, and did not, to my recollection, claim, while speaking 
of the western posts, that I wanteg no arnay on the Atlantic 
sea-board. 

Do me the favor to make the correction, and oblige, re- 
spectfully your obedient servant, 


THOS. H, SEYMOUR. 
To the Editor of the Globe. 


} 
i 
| 
| 





_ the State of Illinois, praying the early and efficient 
Sir : In the report of the remarks [ had the honor to make || &ttention of Congress to this great and vastly 
| important subject, and asking for adequate ap- 


| propriations 





t | llinols, || tions to effect the desired object. He commented 
raying Congress to pass a law making compensation for || 


on the vast and constantly increasing trade upon 


that stream, and the dangers by which it was | 
beset; and claimed for that portion of our Con- | 
federacy an equal share in all the benefits of its | 


excellent Constitution—an application to it of the 
same power applied in aid of our commerce on 
the sea-board. 

Mr. B. said he had now to present the memo- 
rial of a committee of citizens of Bond county, in 


or the rivers, the lakes, and the 
Cumberland road. 

Mr. B. said that heretofore the appropriations 
for these several objects have not been adequate. 
They have not been measured by the admitted 
importance of the great national interests so inti- 


| mately linked with them, and so dependent upon 
| them. 


He said that the most supérficial glance 
at the commerce of the West, carried upon those 
great inland seas and ocean streams, growing up 
in a few years from an amount quite insignificant 
to millions employed as capital, and Senas 
expenditures only to be estimated by many mil- 
lions, must satisfy the representatives of the dif- 


| 





j 


| 


| pact would have been entered into, and no appeals 
| to Congress would have been urged. If they were 
| in the same condition the original States are, with 
respect to the land within their limits, they would 
have no claim upon the attention of Congress. It 
seemed to him a measure which Mr. Jefferson 
sa ee and which has been advanced, more or 
ess, under every Administration except the pres- 
ent, cannot be unconstitutional, and that sound 
policy requires its speedy completion. The Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals had reported a bill 
prpoens to aperopr et for this road, in Ohio, 
$100,000, and for each of the States of Indiana 
and Illinois, $150,000; and he earnestly hoped 
that it would receive the favorable assent of Con- 
gress. He relied confidently upon its sense of 
Justice so operating as to grant adequate appro- 
priations for the rivers and lakes. 

He then moved that the memorial should be 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce, and that 
| it be printed; which was agreed to. : 
| Mr. KING presented a petition from the heirs 
| of William Fisher, praying the confirmation of 
his claim to a tract of land; which was referred 

to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Roads 





ferent sections of the nation of its strong claims || and Canals, reported back, with an amendment, 


to the aid and protection, by all constitutional 
means, of the national Congress. All that was 
desired was, that the same construction ‘should 


House bill entitled an act confirming and assent- 
ing to an act of the Legislature of Virginia, en- 
titled **An act further to amend the act incor- 
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mn 


Te a ek el! 
porating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- | 


a BERRIEN, from the Committee on the ] 
Judiciary, made an adverse report on the petition | 
¢ P. S. V. Hamot, praying for the refunding of 
ia of money recovered from him as a surety | 
of a defaulting collector; and an adverse report | 
on the petition of John Hanes, late marshal of 
the district of Alabama, praying for the adjust- || 
ment of his accounts for the maintenance of cer- || 
tain captured Africans; which were ordered to | 

lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, H 
made an adverse report on the petition of Mica- |, 
igh French; which was ordered to lie on the table, | 
and be printed. : 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill respecting the boundar 
line of be State of Missouri; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. ; 

Mr. W. also reported a bill for the relief of | 
John Grant; which was read, and ordered to a 


second reading. 
FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. 


Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had beey recommitted the 
pill for the improvement of the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, and to connect the same by a canal in | 
the Territory of Wisconsin, reported the same 
back, with an amendment, striking out the por- 
tion of the bill adopted on an amendment of the | 
Senator from North Carolina, requiring that the 
lands appropriated by it shall be deducted from 
the five hundred thousand acres to which that 
Territory will be entitled under the distribution 
act when she shall be admitted as a State into the 
Union; and an amendment accepting the propo- | 
sition of the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. ALLEN,] || 

roviding that the act should be of no yalidity or 
ts until accepted by the Legislative Council of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. T. remarked, that if the amendments of 
the committee were adopted, the bill would then | 
provide that the three hundred and twenty thou- | 
sand acres now granted shall not be deducted | 
from the five hundred thousand acres to which || 
Wisconsin will be entitled under the distribution 
act when she becomes a State; and provided that || 
her assent shall be had before the law be of | 
force. 

Mr. HAYWOOD made an effort to have the || 
consideration of the bill postponed till to-mor- |, 
row, to enable him to express his views in oppo- || 
sition to it, in the form which it had been made | 
to assume. 

Mr. TALLMADGE and Mr. WALKER op- | 
posed that request, on the ground that action on | 
the bill had been protracted unusually jong by | 
frequent postponements. | 

Mr. TAPPAN also desired that it should be | 
postponed, with a view to have the proposed || 
amendments printed. \| 

Mr. TALLMADGE said the amendments had | 
been already before the Senate, and discussed; | 
that they were simple, and easily understood; 
and restated what they proposed. 

_ The question was hice taken on the proposi- 1 
tion to postpone all the previous orders, with a 1 
view to take up this bill. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes twenty-four, 
hoes not counted. 

Mr. HAYWOOD demanded the yeas and nays | 
on the amendments proposed by the Committee | 
on Public Lands. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER stated that the | 
uestion would be first taken on the adoption of | 
the amendment providing that the land appro- | 
= by this bill shall not be in partof the fivé | 
undred thousand acres to which Wisconsin shall || 
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expressly stated was for the national good. He 
doubted very much whether Congress had the 


|| ator from Ohio, would do away with all opposi- 
| Chamber, and wished for information on the 


| ported by the committee. 
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priation made by a former law. It would not, he | without the amendment of the Senator from 
repeated, be right or proper to impose on Wis- || North Carolina; because the law, as it stood, 
consin the task of paying for a work which it was || would do all that the amendment proposed, un- 


less that law was repealed—which it would be, if 
the amendment now proposed by the Senator 
power to take back any part of what they had || from New York was agreed to. If that law was 
previously granted. || repealed in regard to the Territory, it should be 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE, as amember of thecom- | also repealed in regard to other States Where 
mittee reporting the bill, felt gratified in finding || works, in a national point of view, of far more 
the sentiments just expressed by the honorable || importance, were at a stand for want of means 
Senator from Ohio to concur perfectly with his | to proceed. 
own. It would, in his opinion, be unjust in the If it was desirable to give to Wisconsin eight 
extreme to deprive Wisconsin of the portion of | or nine hundred thousand acres of the public land, 
land necessary to carry out this great national | instead of the five hundred thousand provided b 
undertaking. He was certain, if the many ben- | the distribution act, why let it be so; but let it 
efits which the perfecting this work would give || not be done in a way invidious to any other State 


| to the public were sufficiently understood, the bill | or Territory, where works of more importance 


would meet with the unanimous concurrence of || were required to be effected. He called the atten- 


| the Senate. [t commended itself to their consid- || tion of Senators to Florida, where there was a 


eration as a great national work, which, by open- || work of far greater importance—the connecting 
ing the public domain, offered an encouragement || of the Atlantic with the Gulf. This work em- 
to emigrants that would speedily be seized on; || braced our whole coasting trade, and would be of 
purchasers for the land would be found in abund- || universal benefit. As the question now stood, 
ance, and its value consequently enhanced. This || he felt bound to vote for the amendment offered 
work would add to the national prosperity—would | by the Senator from North Carolina. 
augment the revenue by increasing the iaternal Mr. TAPPAN said it was a strange mistake to 
commerce of the States; it would open an avenue | call this billagrantto Wisconsin. If we read the 
to facilitate military operations, and in the event | bill it would be found that it contained no grant 
of war would offer immense: advantages in the to Wisconsin, There was a slight leaning that 
celerity with which troops could be concentrated | way, perhaps, in the clause respecting the repairs 
on any point of the frontier. It should not, there- || and tolls of the canal. Wisconsin was to be at 
fore, be charged on Wisconsin; it would be cruel || the expense of the repairs, and be restricted from 
to deprive her of any portion of what was granted || imposing tolls. This was an idle and inoperative 
to her in common with others for the carrying out |, provision, to require Wisconsin, when she be- 
a work altogether national. He hoped that the || came a State, to keep this canal in repair. Who 
light in which the subject was placed by the Sen- || was to own the canal? There was to be a great 
public work for the use of the people of the Usb: 
ted States, and yet it was to be kept in repair by 
a Territory until the Territory became a State, 
and then by the State. It was perfectly idle to 
require this from Wisconsin. If we give the canal 
to Wisconsin, she will probably keep it in repair 
if she finds that it produces her anything. But 


tion to the bill as now proposed. 
Mr. McDUFFIE had but just entered the 


question under consideration. 
The PRESIDENT read the amendment re- 





be entitled by the distribution law, when she is | 
admitted as a State into the Union. 

Mr. HAYWOOD moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the word ‘ not,’ so as to | 
make the land appropriated by this bill part of 
the five hundred thousand acres to which Wis- | 
consin will be entitled by the distribution act. | 

Mr. TAPPAN thought the amendment ought | 
to be adopted. This being merely an appropria- 
tion to make a work on the public account; it 
would not be right or equitable to ie 
consin with the cost, or to attempt to from 


her, for such purpose, any portion of an appro- 








Mr. McDUFFIE was preprred to vote for the 
bill, as long as he regarded it beneficial to the Ter- 
ritory, provided such benefit was first acknowl- 


|| edged by the consent of the legislative council of 
| the Territory, to accept it as part of the donation 


of five hundred thousand acres provided for by the 
distribution act; but, as the bill now stood, it was 
a gratuitous donation by the United States for the 

urpose of cutting a canal through a wilderness. 
He thought any legislative action would be pre- 
mature; and any expenditure would be money 
thrown away on an illusory project. 

Mr. KING was one of those who advocated 
the bill as originally reported; and in that shape 
would have given it his support. He considered || 
some of the amendments offered as unnecessary. 
That of the Senator from North Carolina did not || 
make the bil] better or stronger. It only made it || 
on one point more explicit. By the distribution 
act, grants to new States were limited to five hun- || 
dred thousand acres, and to Territories when they 
became States, also five hundred thousand acres; 
in the last case, it being specially provided that, || 
in the time intervening between the passage of 
said law and the acknowledgment and reception 
of such Territory as a State into the Union, any || 
grant made should be considered a portion of the 
five hundred thousand acres, and as such, de- 
ducted when the time arrived for conferring the | 
first grant. Thus the law, as it now stands, ren- | 
dered the amendment of the Senator from North |! 
Carolina wholly unnecessary. The proposition 
now before the Senate, does not confine itself to the 
five hundred thousand acres, but goes far beyond | 
it. It is true that other States have got more than | 
the limitations allowed; Ohio, for instance, got | 
double, but it was first satisfactorily shown that | 
it was really for the public benefit; but on the 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 


other side, Alabama only got in reality one hun- 
dred thousand acres, the remaining four hundred 
thousand acres with which she was charged, go- || 
ing wholly to the completion of a national work || 
—the removal of obstructions in the Tennessee | 
river—from which Alabama received no more ben- | 
efit than any of the adjoining States. With every || 
wish to be liberal to the Territory, he was not 


i 
| 
i 
} 
| 


prepared to disturb the original law, unless it was 1 


made apparent that doing so would be for the | 
general good, and for the advancement of the in- | 
ternal commerce of the Territory. He was ready 

to give the land originally asked for by the bill, ' 


| manner of collection, easily settled. 


| 





it was to belong to the United States; and though 
we did not give it to Wisconsin, yet we provided 
that she should keep it inrepair. ‘The canal was 
to be constructed by the Government, and was 
claimed and retained as Government property, 
and yet it was to be built and kept in repair at 
the expense of Wisconsin. Wisconsin was to 
be bound not to increase the tolls, and yet there 
was no grant of the property to her. These pro- 
visions of the bill were utterly futile and worth- 
less. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, though not as well 


versed in biblical or scriptural knowledge as the 


honorable Senator from Ohio, recollected that 
portion which says, ‘* sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof.’’ When Wisconsin came before 
us asa State, then the whole matier would be in 
our own hands, and the amountof tolls, and their 
j He alluded 
as a precedent to the Cumberland road, the his- 
tory of which was the same as that of the pro- 
posed work now before the Senate; the only dif- 
ference being, that, for that work, millions were 
paid out of the public Treasury, while for this 


| there was not one cent required. 


Mr. ALLEN thought that the vote should be 


| taken on the proposition now before the Senate, 
|| as that would, in a great measure, determine the 


character of the bill. He had amendments to 
propose, which would affect other portions of the 
bill, but would defer doing so until the vote was 
taken. 

Mr. WOODBURY understood that what origi- 
nally appeared as an appropriation, now assumed 
the form of a grant. 

Mr. TALLMADGE explained. The word 
‘‘ grant’? was notin the bill. The word ** appro- 
priation”’ was in every place substituted for it. 

Mr. WOODBURY. Whether appropriation 
or grant, it was much the same, as he understood 
it. By the bill, it was provided to grant alternate 
sections extending a certain depth on both sides 
of the rivers, under the idea that, by doing so, 
the reserved portions would sell for double; but 
as there may be a great portion sold, and it is 


| proposed to grant other sections in lieu of such 


for which no compensation would be received, he 
could not agree to it, without charging to the Ter- 
ritory the land selected elsewhere, nd asking the 
assent of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 


tory. 
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Mr. WRIGHT was prevented, until this morn- | 
ing, from paying that attention to the bill which | 
it required; and he rose more for the purpose of | 
making inguiries than of advancing any decided | 
opinion. If his information was well founded, it || 
was provided by this bill to give alternate sections, || 
being two miles wide, and extending on both sides || 
from the mouth of each river to the point where || 
the canal was to intersect. He had no knowledge || 
himself of what distance that would be; but, from | 
inquiries made of a gentleman well acquainted || 
with the country, he was led tosuppose that from | 
the paren of the Wisconsin river to the canal 
would not be much less than two hundred miles; | 
and from the portage of the Fox river to the canal || 
about the same distance. 1) 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said the distance was not || 
80 great; it was explicitly stated in the report fur- 
nished by the War Department. {| 

Mr. WRIGHT asked what distance it was? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE was not at that inoment 
prepared to say. 

Mr. HAYWOOD said the distance within the 
Territory of Wisconsin was two hundred and ten 
miles, 

Mr. WRIGHT presumed that two hundred 
and ten miles was the distance by survey, but 
not by the winding of the stream, which would || 
be the real distance for them to consider. Those | 
sections were also granted on the borders of the 
different lakes in the route except Winnebago. | 
Those sections of two miles in width, and of the 
length described, are to be given on the assump- || 
tion that we retain in the reserved sections the 
worth of both. It was, he thought, necessary to | 
consider what work was to be done in return for 
these large appropriations. On inquiry, he was || 
told acanal. He did not know the geography of || 
the country, and could not say what length this | 
canal was to be; but, from information received, 
he was led to believe that it would not extend to 
more, at the outside, than one mile and a half. If |! 
such was the case, he thought the proposed pay- || 
ment was wholly disproportionate with the work. || 
There were certain phrases to be found in the bill 
which would leave a superficial observer to sup- 
pose that the improvement of the Fox and Wis- | 
consin rivers was also provided for, as well as the | 
cutting of this canal; but a careful examination 
would show that there was no obligation to im- 
prove the navigation of those rivers. 

He thought, therefore, that the cutting of a 
canal one mile and a half long, was not an equiv- | 
alent for an appropriation of two hundred miles; | 
and he could not tell how much more by going | 
round the streams. To accomplish this work, it 
was proposed to offer the alternate sections for | 
sale—the lots fronting the river at $2 50 peracre; |) 
those in the rear at Government price, and sec- 
tions reserved by Government at not less than 
two dollars per acre; but for any of the alternate || 
sections already sold, other lands were to begiven, , 


| 
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| against the amendment. 


| by the distribution act, and disposing of it in a | 


| General Government, and for its own purposes. 


| sold for the price of the whole, but for this im- | 
| ernment. 


| works of national improvement. 


' ment, in the beneficial effects resulting from 
| them. | let it be so done. 


| to Ohio and Indiana, the result of which was, |, 


lands not only sold for more, but that even the 
| unreserved lands came much sooner into market 


|| instances in which the minimum price of the al- 
| ternate sections was raised to $2 50 per acre, as 
| now proposed in reference to this grant to Wis- 
| consin, 


| tion of the five hundred thousand acres granted 
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pending question, in answer to a question asked || bility the next session of Congress w 
by Mr. Crirrenpen. admit the Territory as a sovereign State into th, 
Mr. BERRIEN was quite prepared to adopt || Union. Congress met next session. Wiscons:. 
the suggestion of the Senator from New Hamp- || presented herself for admission into the Wales 
shire—to give the alternate sections, if they are || It was not a matter of discretion with Con r > 
kept available for that purpose, and provided the to refuse to admit her. We could not Say & ms 
rest came out of the five hundred thousand acres | ceo, of Wisconsin, ‘* we have completed . 
given by the distribution act. There could be no great public work, and we will not now odes 
ou.”’ The Constitution required that she should 

e admitted, after fulfilling its provisions, We 


such advantage as an additional price for lands | 
} met here on the first day of the next session, 


to be taken up elsewhere, in lieu of the alternate || 
sections. 
| instance. The Secretary of War, in his ann 
The memorial from the || report, informed us that the public lands de 


i, 
ould have tg 





for 


Mr. SEVIER stated his reasons for voting ual 


Territory for this grant was presented before the nated to be sold had not yet been sold; and - 
distribution act. If this act was passed through | Very same day the Territory of Wisconsin pre. 


with the amendment now proposed, it would be | 


sents herself to Congress for admission. 
taking from the Territory all the benefitintended | 


How is Congress to act? How did this pj 
place you? You are to admit the Territory; that 
you cannot avoid. The Constitution commands 
and you obey. The people of Wisconsin have, 
right, under the Constitution, to be admitted, anq 
Congress could not exclude her from the Union 

| You have, then, to convert the Territory of Wis. 
consin into a State before one solitary provision 
| of this bill has been executed in any particular. 


remote corner of the Territory, at the will of the 


Mr. CRITTENDEN thought it would facilitate 
the matter to make the grant simply as the bill 
was originally reported, for the object in view, 
and to leave it for those who come after to decide 
whether the grant is to be taken out of the amount 


| given Kon distribution act. | He asked who was to execute the terms of the 


Mr. WALKER hoped the amendment would | bill? Here was the Federal Government pros. 
not prevail. He was in favor of the suggestion || ecuting a work within the jurisdiction of a sover. 
of the Senator from New Hampshire—that of || eign State, enjoying its full sovereign power, 


| granting thealternate sections; the resultof which || without the consent of that sovereignty. He 


would be, that the remaining sections would be || asked, where were we to get authority to do 
that?) The answer was, simply, there was no 
authority at all. Either the grant must be un- 
| conditionally made, or it was unconstitutionally 
made with all the new States for promoting great || made. If it was proposed that the Federal Goy. 
Nothing was || ernment should execute this work, let it say go; 
more certain than that, in the progress of time, || but not ree to make it a kind of coalition, 
the full value of those grants, and a great deal |) by which the work was to be done jointly by the 
more, would be returned to the General Govern- || two Governments. If the work was to be done 
|| solely at the expense of the General Government, 
The General Government had 
This grant assumes the case of the grants made || no right to impose conditions upon the Territory 
| of Wiscorisin without the consent of that Ter. 

|| ritory. 
|| There might be other evils arising to the people 
|| of Wisconsin, besides those in relation to the 
than they otherwise would have done,and thereby || increase of tolis on this particular work; and it 
became available to the Treasury. || would be observed that the restriction in the bill, 
Mr. PORTER observed there were but two || limiting the tolls, was to last as long as the earth 

| 


provement, without any loss to the General Gov- | 
He wished such an arrangement were 








that the reserved sections of the Government 


| 
| 


| through which the canal was to be traced. Here 
was a great public work, which, one year before 
the Territory became admitted into the Union, 
Bet if the amendment of the ould, ia Congress proposed to take into its own hands, 


from North Carolina were adopted, it would, in || knowing that it would have to prosecute the work 
effect, restrict the Territory from selling any por- || after the Territory became a State. You require 
the people of that Territory, without their con- 
to her by the distribution act, for less than $2 50 || sent, to pay $250 per acre for land upon the 
per acre; whereas the other States, getting five || whole line of country, two hundred miles in 


hundred thousand acres each, would be at liberty || length, through which the canal was to run. It 
_to sell at the ordinary minimum price of $1 25 || was doubling the price of land upon them, and 


per acre. He hoped the Senate would not adopt 


that, too, under circumstances which were pecu- 
the amendment. 


| liarly unfavorable to their condition. The effect 


for which no compensation was'to be received. ||| Mr. ALLEN said that whatever might be the 
He thoughtan inquiry should be made as to what | fate of the pending amendment, he would ulti- 
sections still remained open for sale; and that a || mately renew his amendment proposed yester- 
provision should be made, preventing ary private || day. 

sale of them from this date. If this was not The question was then taken on Mr. Hay- 
done, he thought they would not be troubled with || woop’samendment to strike out the word * not,"’ 
such of the alternate sections as were of any || and resulted in the negative—yeas 11, nays 31; 
value, when the bill became a law. If the bill || follows: 

retained the same form it did a few daysago,and || Y&AS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Buchanan, Clayton, 
had the amendment of the Senator from Ohio been Cotquiet, Fetedeid, Haywood, King, Mangum, Sturgeon, 

| tate 7 ites an nght—il. 
mayen pan have voted forit. Asitstood, NA YS—Mesers. Allen, Archer, Atchison, Bates, Breese, 


. , ‘ Choate, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, Francis, Fulton, Han- 
Mr. TALLMADGE explained that, during negan, Henderson. Huger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Merrick, 
the long time this bill had been under discussion, | 


Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, 
the details which his colleague had referred to || Tallmadge, Tappan, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge, 
were clearly pointed out. Butas to the length of | 


and Woodbury—31. 
the line of grant, his colleague was nearly correct. Mr. WOODBURY offered an amendment, pro- 
He, however, referred to the act itself to show | 


posing to strike out so much of the section as 
that the complete improvement of the navigation || relates to the selection of other lands in lieu of 
along the whole line was contemplated. As to |, alternate sections taken u 
the mode of alternate sections, that was at the 


The amendment was eel. 
request of the Territory, as expressed in its me- | Mr. ALLEN now renewed his amendment of 
morial. It was a beneficial provision; which had 


an additional proviso, to the effect that the act 
been given as grants to other States. The object | should not take effect till the Territory of Wis- 
was to prevent any loss to the General Govern- || consin signify its acceptance of its provisions. 
ment, while a great public national work would || He agreed with his colleague that this was nota 
be accomplished. He could not see thatany other | grant, butan appropriation; differing in no essen- 
construction could be put upon the act, than that || ual particular from an appropriation of money, 
the work should only progress as the money from 


except so far as it —— the source from 
the sale of the lands came into the Treasury for || which the money is to be obtained. Suppose 
the purpose, this work is incomplete when the Territory be- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER then stated the || comes a State: who is to finish it? In all proba- 





of the measure would be, that persons who had 
located lands, would be enabled, by the rise of 
price, to sell it at $1 75, the moment this act 
passes, having paid only $1 25, and by the spec- 
ulation making their fortune. Not until all these 
private lands had been sold at $1 75 per acre, 
would one solitary acre of Government land be 
disposed of at two dollars. 
here was the money to be obtained to build 
this canal? Did anybody suppose that this wil- 
derness was to be cut through, in one year, be- 
fore the Territory became a State? In all prob- 
abilitv, she would be admitted in a session or two. 
Did not every man who understood the progress 
of population in the West, know that it was ab- 
solutely impossible for a sufficient number of 
people there to be benefited by this improvement, 
and that they would only be drawn there by the 
prospect of speculation ? 
lt would be a very great inducement for the 
speculations of land proprietors. It was imposing 
a grievance upon the people of Wisconsin; and it 
prapeons to do this without consulting them. He 
elieved Congress had no right to do this; and if 
his amendment prevailed, he would vote for the 
bill; but he man oppose it without the amend- 
ment. He Soninaded he was astonished, when 
he reflected upon the fact that this work was de- 
signed to be executed before the Territory became 
a State, to see such a disposition manifested not 
to consult the Territory on the eubject. He al- 
ways feared men who came to him with presents 
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a ds. The Territory of Wisconsin 
as oa to fear Congress, if it came 
ch agift in its hands, by which it arrogated 
* itself a power over it after it was to become a 
State. ° ‘ 

s was about to legislate upon this mat- 
= oe which was to deprive the State of 
Wisconsin forever of all the advantages arising 
fom the work; and without consulting her at all. 

iwht be a very important matter to Wiscon- 
: = have this as a State work. The question 
a jaid before the State of Ohio, in a common 
‘iscussion among the Ohio people, as to whether 
the great Ohio canal should be embarked in as a 
psi should undertake the wor itself. The State 
undertook and completed it; and she would not 
now exchange it for $100,000 ,000—a work which 
was executed at a cost of $6,000,000. When the 
Territory of Wisconsin became a State, it might 
be a source of great profit to her to execute the 
work herself; whereas, by this act, the General 
Government was bound forever to father or take 
this much of the Territory of Wisconsin under 
its special charge. 
ture of that Territory thank the Government for 
such an evidence of fatherly care? 

In conclusion, he replied to the argument ad- 
vanced by the advocates of the bill—that the 
country was suffering for the want of a canal— 
and insisted upon his amendment, reiterating his 
assertion that Congress had no right to proceed 
inthe matter, without consulting the Territory. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said, as the bill now stood, || 


it granted the alternate sections at double price, 
to raise the means of carrying out the work; and 
the improvement would, therefore, cost the Gov- 
ernmentnothing. The bill, since it had under- 
one the revision of the committee, was in a shape 
which did not require the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio. The memorial of the Territory 
was before the Senate, signifying its desire for 
this improvement, and for the grant of land pre- 


cisely as given by the bill. As to the work being || 


incomplete when the Territory becomes a State, 
Congress will have full control over the matter; 
and can then, if necessary, hand over the whole 
canal to the new State. 

Mr. ALLEN asked if there was not an easy 
remedy for the objections he had urged, in pro- 
viding, by an additiona] clause, that the lands 
shall be withheld from the sail until the assent of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory be 
given to the provisions of the bill ? 

Mr. TALLMADGE said Wisconsin did not 
want that; she wanted the lands to be brought 
into the market, with a view of having the coun- 
try settled. 


Mr. WALKER thought there was great force 


in the observations of the Senator from Ohio; and || 
he would, to meet the Senator’s objections, offer || 


a further amendment, which was to modify the 
proviso, to read as follows: 


Provided, That this act shal) not take effect until the 
Legislative Assembly of the ‘Territory of Wisconsin shall 
have signified its acceptance of the provisions of this act; 
(adding) and, in the mean time, the lands hereby reserved 
or the Uniied States, as well as the lands proposed to be 
appropriated to the improvement designated in this act, 
shall be reserved from sale until the assent of the Territory 
of Wisconsin shall be given; and, if said Territory does 
not assent, by act of the territorial Legislature, within 
twelve months from the passing of this act, then this act 
shall be-of no force or effect. 


Mr. ALLEN accepted the modification of the || 


amendment as proposed by the Senator from Mis- 


sissippi. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER then stated Mr. 
ALLen’s amendment as modified. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN was very much in favor 
of the bill, but did not approve of the amend- 
ments now offered. It would be imposing an 
unnecessary and improper restriction on the grant. 


what was best for the Territory, having just as || as these are. He suggested that the modification 
much control over it as over the District of Co- || ought to be made to the effect that ‘no right of | 


lumbia. 
After some conversational debate on this point 
between Messrs. ALLEN and CRITTENDEN, 
Mr. WALKER (having put his modification 
of Mr. Atuen’s amendment in written form) 


prevents 
trary to 


and the Territories. 






to be done by a company, or whether the || 


Would the organic Legisla- | | 


lators from taking up the lands, con- 
e interests of the General Government 
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The question was then taken on Mr. ALuen’s 
amendment, as modified by Mr. Waker, and | 
resulted—yeas 16, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Buchanan, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, 
| King, McDuffie, Sturgeon, Walker, Woodbury, and Wright | 


| NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clay- 
| ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Fulton, 
| Henderson, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 


| madge, Upham, White, and Woodbridge —27. 

| Mr. BREESE pointed out a discrepancy be- 
| tween the words of the report and of the bill, as 
to the points between which the canal was to be 
|made. If confined to the ** portage,’’ the length , 
| of the canal would only be two miles; if to ** nav- | 


He wished for informa- 


no knowing the length. 
tion. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, that in other bills of 
similar character, the words ** navigable points’’ 
had been used. 

Mr. BREESE moved to strike out the words 
| ‘*navigable points,’’ wherever they occurred in 
the bill, and put in the words * the portage.”’ 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE believed the report of the 
War Department went into minute details; but 
he was disposed to leave to the discretion of the 


to be constructed, a choice of the points most de- 
sirable for making the two rivers. 


topographical corps, under whom the work was 


|| Mr. BREESE believed it would be found by 


the report, that the engineers had confined them- 
| selves to the portage, and did not name “‘ the foot 
| of Swan lake’’ at all, therefore unnecessarily in- 
| troduced into the bill. 
| The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. McDUFFIE inquired if the lands along 
| the line were now subject to private entry ? 


|| Mr. WOODBRIDGE could not answer the | 


|| gentleman authoritatively; but he had no doubt 
|| the public surveys had gone so far, that the lands 
, Were open to private entry. 

Mr. HAYWOOD observed that there was no 
| doubt of those lands being open to private entry. 
Mr. McDUFFIE submited the following amend- 


ment: 





served, shall be reserved from entry or sale from the 15th 
of March, 1844. 

The entry of lands would otherwise be a mat- 
ter of speculation, a character of entry he wished 
| to prevent as much as possible. 

Mr. HANNEGAN suggested an amendment, 
} 





by adding, “ until the same shall be selected by 
the proper officers.” 
rH 
tion. 
Mr. WHITE suggested a modification as a 


substitute, to strike out some words; but, 


the bill contained a provision which accomplished 
the object the Senator from Indiana had in view. 
| Mr. WHITE then withdrew his amendment. 
| He suggested that the word ‘ lands’’ be substi- 
| tuted for ** alternate sections.’’ 

Mr. McDUFFIE accepted the modification. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER then stated the 
| amendment as modified. 








Mr. McDUFFIE proposed a further modifica- | 


| tion: ‘* that the lands shall not be subject to entry 
| either,’ as preémption rights might be made. 


Mr. WHITE agreed that the lands ought to be | 


: He therefore sub- 
| mitted, as a substitute, the following: 


re from preémption. 
’ 
| That no part of the lands within the limits aforesaid shall 


| shall be sold or be subject to entry after the 15th of March, || 


| 1844, until the selection shall be made by the proper author- 


| Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Tall- || 


| igable points,”’ as expressed in the bill, there was || 


That the alternate sections hereby appropriated or re- || 


. Subsequently withdrew this modifica- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER explained that | 
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| Mr. WHITE thought such sules could not be 
' abrogated, if made prior to the passage of the act; 
_ but it might be so provided from the passage of 
the act. The difficulty could be obviated by the 
, action of the Department itself. He proposed to 
| Substitute for the words “15th March,”’ “ from 
| the passage of this aci.’’ 
| Mr. McDUFFIE wished the provision to 
| stand on the face of the act as a sort of terror to 
speculators, warning them that their purchases 
| would not be allowed. He accepted the modifi- 
} cation, 
| Mr. HAYWOOD suggested that the words 
_ relating to preémptioners should be prospective. 
| It should be that no right of preémption shall 
| ** hereafter’’ occur. 
This modification was adopted. 


| Mr. BREESE moved to strike out of the fif- 

| teenth line, first section, the words * at foot of 

Swan Lake,”’ and insert the words, ‘ the port- 

e. 

| Mr. WHITE thought it was the sense of the 
Senate to leave the choice of the points to the 

| engineers. 

| Mr. BREESE observed that the engineers, in 
their report, say nothing about the Swan Lake. 

| His object was to make the bill correspond with 
the report. 

Mr. WHITE hoped to see the navigation made 
so good as to admit of being ascended by steam- 
boats. Nothing could be lost by leaving it to 
the engineers to decide, after a more thorough 
survey, how the connection of the rivers should 

| be made. . 

|| Mr. BREESE said the engineers had already 
'| made a thorough examination, and had decided 
| upon the portage being the proper location for 
| the canal. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. PORTER said, at the end of the first sec- 
tion it was provided that no tolls should be levied 
except for keeping the canal in repair, He 
thought there should be enough for attendance 
also. He therefore moved that the words ‘ for 
attendance”’ should be added. 

The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to strike out all after the 
word ** and,”’ in the twenty-sixth line, to the end 
_ of the thirty-third line, ‘* providing that no more 
| toll shall be collected than necessary to keep the 
' canal in repair, and for attendance’? It wasa 
‘| provision worse than useless, not being binding 
| on the Territory, as Congress could enforce no 
| such obligation. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. ALLEN, desirous of obtaining time for 
| his colleage to prepare an amendment he had in 
| view, moved to lay the bill on the table for the 
| present. 

This motion, however, was decided in the neg- 
ative. 


| 

| Mr. ALLEN then moved to amend the bill at 
|| the end, as follows: 

| Provided, That all the said work shall be executed out 
of the moneys arising from the sales of lands hereby ap- 
propriated, and no other; and shall not be commenced 
until the amount arising from such sales shall be sufficient 
to justify the commencement and prosecution of the work, 


Mr. TALLMADGE accepted it, and it was 
adopted. 

Mr. TAPPAN said it appeared to bim some 
| provision should be made for the ownership of 
this canal after the Territory shall be admitted 
as a State. He would, therefore, move an amend- 
| ment, that, after the Territory becomes a State, 


| 


|| the canal shall be granted to the State, on the 


| ities, as contemplated by this act ; (subsequently enlarged || condition of charging no more tolls upon it than 


by Mr. HANNEGAN, as heretofore shown, to include as fol- 
lows :} and no right to preémption shall accrue théreon. 


| aesemnay to keep it in repair, and for attend- 
e moved that the further consideration 


|| ance, 


} Mr. HANNEGAN, though favorable to ordin- | of the bill be postponed until Monday, for the 
| ary preémption rights, did not think it proper to | purpose of enabling him to put his amendment 
ngress was itself the guardian and judge of || allow preémption rights to lands raised in value | in pore form. 


| preémption shall accrue thereon.”’ 
| Mr. WHITE said that met his ideas. 
|| Mr. McDUFFIE accepted the modification. 


n this motion there were—ayes 17, noes 21. 
So the postponement of the further considera- 
tion of the bill was not agreed to. 
Mr. TAPPAN withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. ALLEN made some observation not 


| 
' 


| Mr. TAPPAN said the sales would go on,and | heard. 


could net be prevented. 


void. 


He, therefore, moved | 
urged its adoption on the grounds that ic would || to amend the amendment by adding that allsales giving the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
of these lands made between the 4th of March 
and the passage of the said act shall be null and | 


Mr. WOODBURY suggested the propriety of 
APPAN| time 
| to prepare his amendment. 

r. WOODBRIDGE said the subject would be 
| at all times open to Congress for adjustment. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that courtesy 
required concession to any gentleman wishing to 
postpone, for a proper object. The senior Sena- 
tor trom Ohio [Mr. Tappan] had not consumed 
much time in discussing this bill, although much 
time had been lost on it altogether. He had so 
much confidence in the judgment of the Senator, 
that he would be very glad if the friends of the 
bill would consent to the postponement till Mon- 
day, and that orders would be given to print the 
amendments. 

The motion was concurred in. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion, it was agreed that when the Senate 
adjourns it be to Monday next. 


PUBLIC GROUND IN WASHINGTON. 


Mr. BAYARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be di- 
rected to furnish to the Senate a statement of the lots and 
squares in the city of Washington conveyed to the United 
States by the original proprietors, Also, a statement of the 
squares aud lots sold, the sums for which they were re- 
spectively sold, and the aggregate amount of sales. Also, a 
statement of the number and value of the squares and lots 
conveyed under donations from Congress; and also, the 


\} 


i} 


improper to require the chief of the medical bureau 


' to furnish these books which, as he understood, 


y : man, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, De 
had not te been paid for, at the same time de- | Dickey, Fish, Foot, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grae’ Deiter, 


claring t 
curred. 


at no additional expense should be in- 
The House, he thought, would, by 


requiring the books to be furnished, virtually 


commit themselves to pay the expense. He 


| moved to lay the resolution on the table; which 


was carried, 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, inquired what was 


| the first business in order? 


The SPEAKER replied that the first business 


| was the resolution of the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee. 


_ not entitled to the floor during the morning hour? | 


Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether he was 
The SPEAKER said that the consideration of 


this resolution, being a part of the unfinished | 


| business, took precedence over all other business. 


Mr. SAMPLE inquired if this was not private 


| bill day by the rules of the House ? 


number and estimated value of the building lots belonging | 


to the United States remaining unsold, and the extent, in 


> : | 
feet or acres of the several public squares and reservations 


within the said city. 
DISTRIBUTION ACT. 


The House bill to repeal certain sections of the 
distribution act was then taken up on its second 
reading. ; 

Bie. CRITTENDEN moved to lay it on the 
table. 


Mr. ALLEN called for the yeas and nays on | 


that motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. KING asked if it was the intention of the 
Senator to lay the bill on the table, merely with 
a view of taking it up again for consideration ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Never, sir! as long as 


I live, never! 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative; but |) 


repeated that the unfinished business had prece- 
dence. 

The question being on the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That all debate on House bill (No. 30) “‘ making 


appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1845,’ shall 


| cease in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
| within five minutes after the House shall resolve itself into 


a committee; and that the House will immediately resolve 
itself into said committee, and the committee shall then 
proceed to vote on all amendments pending, or that may be 
offered to said bill; and then report the same to the House, 
with such amendments as may have been agreed to by the 


| committee, unless the same be sooner disposed of ; 


Mr. C. JOHNSON modified his resolution so 


as to go into committee at one o’clock. 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the resolution 


was amended by striking out ** one ”’ and insert- | 


| ing twelve o’clock. 


The question was then taken; and resulted— || 


yeas 22, nays 19; as follows: 


Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Porter, 
Simmons, Tallmadge, Upham, White, and Woodbridge— 
22 


‘NAY S—-Messrs. 


Haywood, Henderson, King, McDuftie, Semple, ‘Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, and Wright—19. 


So the bill was laid on the table. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 15, 1844. 


Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee on Pub- 


Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, ' 
Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Fairfield, Fulton, Hannegan, ! 


The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted—yeas 95, nays 59; as 


| follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien,Choate, || 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huntington, | 


Y EAS— Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, 


Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, | 


| Burt, Caldwetl, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, 
| Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dillingham, 


Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ficklin, Foster, French, 


| Byram Green, Hale, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, 


| Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, || 
|| Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
|; Jameson, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, George W. 
'| Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston. King, Kirkpatrick, La- 


branche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, 


|| Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 


McKay, Moore, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, 
Emery D. Potter, Purdy, David 8. Reid, Reding, Roberts, 
Robirrson, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Sey- 


| mour, Simons, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, 
| Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, 


lic Lands, made a report upon the memorial of || 


the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, 
in relation to the swamps of New Madrid and 
the St. Francis river, in Missouriand Arkansas, 


Missouri and Arkansas certain alternate sections 


of land in and near the New Madrid and St. Fran- | 


cis river swamps, for the purpose of reclaiming 
the value of the public lands in the vicinity there- 
of; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; and the bill and 
the report were ordered to be printed. 


NAVY HOSPITAL FUND. 
On motion of Mr. SIMONS, the rules were 


suspended to allow him to offer the following res- | 


olution: 
Resolved, That the chief of the Bureau of Medicine and 


1} Ss . 3 "Tees 7: 7" i , 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | ykes, Taylor, ‘Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, 


Wheaton, Williams, and Joseph A. Wright—95. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Chilton, 
Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, De- 
berry, Dellet, Dickey, Fish, Foot, Giddings, Willis Green, 


| Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington 


§ | Hunt, Jenks, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lewis, 
accompanied by a bill, granting to the States of || 


Mclivaine, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Newton, 


| Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Aran t Ramsey, 
, 


| Rathbun, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Sehene 
|| Severance, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Til- 


Senter, 


| den, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, White, Winthrop, 


|| Militar 


8 ry b ested tofurnish each member of t! 
ee ee Fi Bidlack, James Black, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, Jacob 


as many copies as may be convenient to be spared of the —— 
of the navy hospital fund; and also of the pamphlet con- 
taining the medical bills of the Florida squadron, if in his 
possession ; also, the pamphlet containing the bills of the 
general expense of the Florida squadron: Provided, That 


no expense shall be incurred in the compliance with the 
terms of this resolution. 


Mr. THOMPSON said he hoped the resolution 


would be required or expense incurred. 

Mr. SIMONS consented to the modification, 
and it was modified accordingly. 

Mr. McKAY said he did not think the modifi- 
cation altered the nature of the proposition. He 
submitted to the House whether it was not highly 


| Hoge, Hopkins, Hubard, Hubbell, 

James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- 
, son, George W. Jones, Preston King, Kirkpairick, La- 
would be so amended that no additional printing || 


and William Wright—59. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
Academy bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK called for the yeas and nays; 
which being ordered, the roll was called, and the 
question was decided in the affirmative—yeas 98, 


'| nays 51; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Atkinson, Benton, 


| Brinkerboff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Burke, Burt, 


Caldwell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, 


| Cross, Cullom, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 


Dillingham, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ficklin, French, 
Byram Green,Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Herrick, 
Hughes, Hungerford, 


branche, Leonard, Lewis, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslin, 
Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 


| McKay, Moore, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Emery 


|| D. Potter, Purdy. Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Reife, 
\| Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. John, Saunders, 


Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, Thom- 


|| as Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Srewart, Stiles, Sykes, 
|| Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Weutworth, 
\| Wheaton, Williams, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—98. 


|| dv, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Edward J. Morri 
|| Moseley, Newton, Patterson, Elisha R. Po 
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NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Ashe, Baker, 


B 
miah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, Causin, Chile att 
+ Cling. 


Harper, Hudson, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John p’ ke 
. ie. 


S, Morse, 
ter, Ramse, 


| Rockwell, Rogers, Sample. Schenck,. Senter, Soyer” 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Tyler, Vance, Vinton Withe” 
|| White, Winthrop, and William Wright—51. ’ Nered, 
|| So the House resolved itself into the Commi 
|| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union (M, 
| DromGoote in the chair,) and resumed the ‘wn 
sideration of the bill making appropriations ¢,, 
the support of the Military Academy for the fn. 
cal year, ending the 30th June, 1845, the ques 
tion being on the amendment of Mr. Harp u 
follows: : 
That no money appropriated in this bill, or hereafter 
|| be appropriated, shall be applied to the payment of any : 
det hereafter to be appointed ; and the terms of service af 
|, those who have warrants now in the academy, shall he held 
to cease from and after four years from the time of their i 
|| spective appointments. ; 


|| Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, who was ep. 
titled to the floor, having only five minutes lef 
‘| began by expressing his surprise and regret q 
| the hasty manner in which the bill was to be 
carried through, and said that had he been pres. 
ent, he would have entered his protest against the 
_ passage of the bill repealing the distribution ac 
| in a similar manner. 
| The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman 
|| that the question was on the amendment of the 
| gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hag, 
| Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, said he had q 
| right to enter his protest against the manner in 
| which it was attempted to hurry this bill through, 
He then went into a vindication of the officers of 
| the Army who served in the Florida war, and 
| spoke highly of their gallantry and good cop. 
| duct. 
The hour of twelve having arrived, the remarks 
| of Mr. M. werecutshort by the Chairman; and the 
| committee, in pursuance of a resolution adopted 
|| this morning, proceeded to vote on the pending 
|, amendment, 
|| Mr. HALE desired the vote on his amend. 
ment to be taken on each branch of the two prop- 
ositions which it contained; and therefore he ip- 
| timated his wish to divide it. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not divisible. 

Mr. HALE said that, under those circum. 
stances, he would so modify it as to leave the firs, 
branch only remaining. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, objected to any such 
modification at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the modifica- 
| tion could be made. 

Tellers were called for; and Messrs. Brake 
and DeLiet were appointed to take the vote on 
the amendment, which proposed to prevent any 
further appointments of cadets after June next. 
The amendment was negatived—ayes 54, noes 91 

Mr. RATHBUN then offered an amendment, 
to the effect that no cadet should be appointed 
after the passage of this act. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 
was not in order, 

Mr. RATHBUN appealed; but the committee 
sustained the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. HOLMES moved that the committee rise 
' and report the bill; which was agreed to. 

The committee rose and reported accordingly. 

The SPEAKER having taken the chair; stated 
the question to be on concuring in the amend- 
ment of the Committee of the Whole, which 
was, in fact,a mere transposition of certain words, 
see did not affect the purport of the original 

ill. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON offered an amendment by 
way of a proviso, to be added to the following 
clause: 
“ For pay of officers, instructors, cadets, and musicians, 
$51,538 33,” 
| The proviso was to the effect, that no money 

hereby appropriated should be paid for any cadet 
| that should hereafter be appointed, and that the 
| term of service of the cadets now at the Military 
| Academy should cease at the expiration of four 
fond from the time of their appointment. On this 




















e moved the previous question. 
Mr. FISH raised a question of order on the re- 


ception of the amendment; but he was overru 
by the Chair. 
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